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THE  COUNTRY  CHURCH 


In  some  great  day 
The  country  church 
Will  find  its  voice 
And  it  will  say: 

I  stand  in  the  fields 

Where  the  wide  earth  yields 

Her  bounties  of  fruit  and  of  grain, 

Where  the  furrows  turn 

Til  the  plowshares  burn 

As  they  come  round  and  round  again; 

Where  the  workers  pray 

With  their  tools  all  day 

In  sunshine  and  shadow  and  rain. 

And  I  bid  them  tell 

Of  the  crops  they  sell 

And  speak  of  the  work  they  have  done; 


I  speed  ev'ry  man 

In  his  hope  and  plan 

And  follow  his  day  with  the  sun; 

And  grasses  and  trees 

The  birds  and  the  bees 

I  know  and  I  feel  ev'ry  one. 

And  out  of  it  all 

As  the  seasons  fall 

I  build  my  great  temple  alway: 

I  point  to  the  skies. 

But  my  foot st one  lies 

In  commonplace  work  of  the  day; 

For  I  preach  the  worth 

Of  the  native  earth, — 

To  love  and  to  work  is  to  pray. 

 Liberty  Hyde  Bailey 
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My  Church 

'It  is  composed  of  people  like  me. 
We  make  it  what  it  is.  It  will  be 

friendly,  if  I  am.  Its  pews 
will  be  filled,  if  I  help  fill  them. 
It  will  do  great  work,  if  I  work. 
It  will  make  generous  gifts  to 
many  causes,  if  I  am  a  generous 
giver.  It  will  bring  other  people 
into  its  worship  and  fellowship, 
if  I  bring  them.  It  will  be  a 
church  with  a  noble  spirit, 
if  I,  who  make  it  what  it  is, 
am  filled  with  these.  Therefore, 
with  the  help  of  God,  I  shall 
dedicate  myself  to  the  task 
of  being  all  the  things  I 
want  my  church  to  be." 

(Taken  from  Westside  Honeycomb) 
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SpecM  Thanks  To 


The  completion  of  the  history  would  not  have  been  possible  with- 
out some  very  special  people.  We  thank  all  members,  past  and  present, 
who  created  this  history.  Special  thanks  go  out  to  the  following  people 
who  lived,  researched,  and  compiled  these  very  special  pages  of  history: 

Researchers 


The  late  Mrs.  Gladys  D.  Stroud 

1948-1968 

Mrs.  Margaret  Small 

1969-1971 

Mrs.  Polly  Johnson 

1972-1973 

Mrs.  Irene  Taylor 

1974-1975 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Johnson 

1976-1977 

Mrs.  Diane  Baker 

1978-1979 

Mrs.  Hazel  Jarman 

1980-1981 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Sykes 

1982-1983 

Mrs.  Faye  Grady 

1984-1985 

Mrs.  Susan  Sykes 

1986-1987 

Mrs.  Virginia  Grimes 

1988-1989 

Mrs.  Irene  Taylor 

1990-1994 

Mrs.  Georgia  Holloman 

1995-1996 

Mrs.  Yvonne  Daughety 

1997-1998 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reginald  Stroud 

condensed  first  20  years 

(1948-1968) 

Pictures 

Mrs.  Martha  Ruth  Daughety 

Mrs.  Jody  Hill 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reginald  Stroud 

Mr.  Bruce  Williamson 

Miss  Kara  Whaley 
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Compiling  and  Typing 


Mrs.  Margaret  Small 
Mrs.  Hazel  Jarman 
Rev.  Dexter  Wasson 
Mrs.  Jeanette  Wasson 
Mrs.  Yvonne  Daughety 

Mrs.  Mary  Evans  and  South  Lenoir  Computer  Students 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reginald  Stroud 

Contributors 

Christian  Women's  Fellowship 
The  Clarence  Baker  Family 

Thank  You, 

Yvonne  Daughety,  Church  Historian 
Margaret  Small,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
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History 


In  1945,  a  group  of  Christian  leaders  in  the  Southwood  area  met  to 
discuss  the  possibility  of  building  a  church  in  their  community. 

Meeting  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ida  Kennedy,  the  following  people  were 
present:  C.  A.  Dudley,  Herman  and  Ruth  Johnson,  Earl  and  Evelyn  Kennedy, 
Adair  Kennedy,  Felix  Sykes,  Ida  Kennedy,  Leo  and  Gladys  Stroud,  Daniel 
and  Marguerite  Kennedy,  Gertie  Johnson,  Cedric  and  Eva  Kennedy,  and  Joel 
and  Ruby  Kennedy, 

A  decision  was  made  to  build  a  church  in  the  Southwood  community 
which  could  meet  the  challenging  needs  of  the  people  there.  Many  of  the  pro- 
spective members  were  already  attending  church  at  Armenia. 

They  decided  to  name  the  church  Southwood  Memorial  Christian 
Church  in  honor  of  the  community  and  of  the  men  and  women  who  were  giv- 
ing their  services  in  order  to  preserve  our  freedom,  especially  the  freedom  of 
religi  s    That  night  they  raised  $4,000  tc  get  the  church  project  started. 

In  1946,  the  group  voted  to  purchase  a  building  lot  from  K.  W. 
Loftin  for  $1,000. 

The  first  board  of  trustees  was  appointed.  They  were  C.  A.  Dudley, 
H  M.  Johnson,  Felix  Sykes,  Adair  Kennedy,  and  Aaron  Johnson.  In  Novem- 
ber of  1946,  forty-thousand  brick  were  bought  and  placed  on  the  site  and  a 
goal  of  $30,000  was  set  for  the  construction  of  the  church.  The  group  mem- 
bers raised  more  than  $22,000  but  borrowed  $11,000  from  Atlantic  Christian 
College  to  finish  the  church.  The  church  building  was  later  valued  at  $40,000 
including  money,  material  and  labor  that  went  into  building  the  church. 

During  the  construction  of  the  church,  the  people  from  Southwood 
continued  to  worship  at  Armenia. 

In  the  fall  of  1948,  the  church  was  nearing  completion.  There  was 
need  for  church  furniture.  Since  a  new  church  had  been  built  at  Whitakers, 
NC,  Rev.  C.  C.  Ware  gave  Southwood  members  permission  to  go  to  that 
church  and  get  their  old  furniture.  They  got  pews,  a  pulpit  stand  and  a  piano. 
The  furniture  was  used  until  Southwood  Church  could  buy  new  furniture. 
Later,  the  old  furniture  was  given  to  Pleasant  Hill  Christian  Church. 

The  first  service  was  held  on  September  27.  1948  at  7:30  p.m.  Rev. 
Charles  Riggs,  state  evangelist,  came  for  a  week's  service  and  helped  with  the 
organization  of  the  church. 

On  Sunday  morning,  October  3,  1948,  the  first  Sunday  School  was 
held  with  75  present.  During  the  eleven  o'clock  service  forty-five  charter 
members  were  recognized.  They  are  as  follows: 

1.  Mr.  Clyde  A.  Dudley 

2.  Mrs.  Adelle  Stroud  Dudley 

3.  Miss  Georgia  Dudley 


4.  Miss  Catherine  Dudley 

5.  Miss  Jane  Dudley 

6.  Mr.  Carey  Dudley 

7.  Mr.  Herman  M.  Johnson 

8.  Mrs.  Ruth  Dail  Johnson 

9.  Miss  Annie  Blanche  Johnson 

10.  Miss  Martha  Ruth  Johnson 

11.  Mrs.  Ida  J.  Kennedy 

12.  Mr.  Earl  Kennedy 

13.  Mrs.  Evelyn  Moore  Kennedy 

14.  Mr.  Daniel  Kennedy 

15.  Mrs.  Marguerite  Vause  Kennedy 

16.  Mr.  Adair  Kennedy 

17.  Mr.  Cedric  Kennedy 

18.  Mr.  Robert  Taylor 

19.  Mrs.  Irene  Kennedy  Taylor 

20.  Mrs.  Gertie  Stroud  Johnson 

21.  Mr.  Felix  Franklin  Johnson 

22.  Miss  Christine  Johnson 

23.  Miss  Gertie  Jean  Johnson 

24.  Mr.  Aaron  Johnson 

25.  Mrs.  Pauline  Suggs  Johnson 

26.  Mr.  Albert  Johnson 

27.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Rouse  Johnson 

28.  Mr.  H.  M.  Morris,  Jr. 

29.  Mrs.  Grace  Hill  Morris 

30.  Mr.  Roger  Morris 

3 1 .  Mrs.  Nannie  May  Davenport  Morris 

32.  Mr.  Joel  Kennedy 

33.  Mrs.  Ruby  Whaley  Kennedy 

34.  Miss  Peggy  Kennedy 

35.  Mr.  Kent  Poe  Kennedy 

36.  Mr.  Leo  C.  Stroud 

37.  Mrs.  Gladys  Duncan  Stroud 

38.  Mr.  Reginald  Lee  Stroud 

39.  Mr.  Felix  Sykes 

40.  Mrs.  Lucille  Benton  Sykes 

41.  Mr.  Earl  Johnson 

42.  Mrs.  Eugenia  Cunningham  Johnson 

43.  Mrs.  Ruth  Baker 

44.  Mr.  Douglas  Baker 

45.  Mr.  J.  B.  Baker 


Elders  were  appointed  for  the  church.  They  were:  Aaron  Johnson, 
chairman;  Earl  Kennedy,  C.  A.  Dudley  and  Leo  C.  Stroud.  Others  later 
added:  H.  M.  Johnson,  G.  Felix  Loftin,  Clarence  Stroud,  M.  V.  Rivenbark, 
Felix  Sykes,  Clyde  Dunham,  Harold  Small,  and  Carey  Dudley. 

The  deacons  elected  were  Daniel  Kennedy, 
Albert  Johnson,  Carey  Dudley,  Earl  Johnson,  Joel  Kennedy,  Felix  Sykes, 
Adair  Kennedy.  Others  added  later  include:  Cedric  Kennedy,  J.  Woodard 
Daughety,  H.  M  Morris  Jr.,  Kirby  W.  Loftin,  M.  V.  Rivenbark,  George 
Rouse,  Earl  W.  Kennedy,  Dewey  Johnson,  Leo  C.  Stroud,  Felix  F.  Johnson, 
Kent  Poe  Kennedy,  Herbert  Martin,  M.  Roger  Rouse,  Billy  Sykes,  Charles 
Johnson,  Bernon  Kennedy,  Edwin  McDaniel,  Robert  Taylor,  Clifton  Dunham, 
Amos  Jackson  Sykes,  Floyd  Johnson,  Jr.,  Charles  Casey,  Roger  Grimes,  John 
Conner,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Moore. 

Deaconesses  were  as  follows:  Gladys  D.  Stroud,  Irene  Taylor, 
Pauline  Johnson,  Evelyn  Kennedy,  Ida  Kennedy,  Eugenia  C.  Johnson,  Gertie 
Johnson  and  Adelle  Dudley.  Others  added  later  included  Margaret  Baker, 
Lucille  Sykes,  Dorothy  Stroud,  Grace  Morris,  Edna  Rivenbark,  Audrey  Casey, 
Kathaleen  Johnson,  and  Dorothy  Johnson. 

Sunday  School  officers  and  teachers  included:  H.  M.  Morris,  Jr., 
Sunday  School  Superintendent;  Felix  Sykes,  Assistant  Superintendent;  Aaron 
Johnson,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  C.  A.  Dudley,  Bible  Class  Teacher;  Ruth 
Johnson,  Senior  Class  Teacher;  Gladys  Stroud,  Intermediate  Class  Teacher; 
Evelyn  Kennedy,  Junior  Class  Teacher;  Irene  Taylor,  Primary  Class  Teacher; 
and  Martha  Ruth  Johnson  and  Peggy  Kennedy,  Kindergarten  Teachers. 

On  Monday  night,  October  4.  1948.  Rev.  Riggs  held  the  first  baptis- 
mal service.  Miss  Peggy  Kennedy  was  the  first  to  be  baptized,  followed  by 
Kent  Poe  Kennedy,  Douglas  Baker,  and  J.  B.  Baker. 

After  several  student  ministers  from  Atlantic  Christian  College  were 
used  for  the  services,  Rev.  Griffith  A.  Hamlin,  who  was  teaching  at  Atlantic 
Christian  College,  started  preaching  one  Sunday  a  month.  He  was  paid  $30 
per  month  by  the  church  and  the  United  Christian  Missionary  Society  added 
$5  per  month  to  it. 

In  October  of  1949,  the  following  members  were  added  during  a  re- 
vival: Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Elizabeth  K.  Rouse,  Marjorie  Jean  Kennedy,  Ann 
Jennette  Sykes,  William  Sykes,  Roger  Williams  Johnson,  Frederick  Lyle 
Rouse,  Harriett  Annette  Hill,  Dorothy  Rouse  Johnson,  Minnie  Lou  Dudley, 
and  Charles  Swinson. 

On  June  18,  1949  the  first  wedding  performed  in  the  church  was  that 
of  Miss  Annie  Blanche  Johnson  and  Mr.  James  Blue.  Rev  Charlie  Riggs  per- 
formed the  ceremony. 

Rev.  Griffith  Hamlin  served  as  the  minister  for  a  year.  During 
1950-51,  Rev.  Zeph  N.  Deshields  and  his  wife  ministered  to  the  church.  Rev. 
Deshields  was  also  the  minister  at  Bel  Arthur  and  Eden.    He  preached  at 


8 


Southwood  one  Sunday  and  evening  per  month.  His  salary  was  $37  per 
month  plus  $3.83  per  month  pension  fund.  Later  he  was  given  $10  per  month 
for  traveling  expenses. 

Mrs.  Deshields  worked  with  the  Youth  Fellowship.  Some  of  the  ac- 
tive members  were  Martha  Ruth  Johnson,  Christine  Johnson,  Reginald 
Stroud,  Felix  Franklin  Johnson,  Gertie  Jean  Johnson,  Jimmy  Johnson,  Jimmy 
Daughety,  Ann  Taylor,  Vernon  Kennedy,  Bernon  Kennedy,  Marjorie  Ken- 
nedy, Geraldine  Kennedy,  Billy  Sykes,  and  Douglas  Baker. 

Fifteen  new  members  were  added  to  the  church  during  Rev.  De- 
shields'  pastorate.  They  were:  G.  Felix  Loftin,  Doilie  May  Taylor,  Beatrice 
Ruth  Baker,  Leona  Mills,  Patricia  Arm  Taylor,  Jimmy  Daughety,  J.  Woodard 
Daughety,  John  Curt  Baker,  Vernon  Kennedy,  Bemon  Kennedy,  Thyra  Riven- 
bark,  Geraldine  Kennedy,  Mary  Nichols,  Rachel  Daughety,  and  Mrs.  John  C. 
Baker.  On  October  28,  1950,  the  church  members  were  saddened  with  the 
first  death  of  a  member — Mrs.  Eugenia  Cunningham  Johnson,  wife  of  Roger 
W.  Johnson.  She  left  six  small  boys,  also  her  husband,  father,  mother,  and 
many  others  to  mourn  her  death. 

In  1951,  Mrs.  Leo  Stroud  presented  100  Christian  Worship  Hymnals 
to  the  church  which  were  paid  for  with  $100  gift  from  the  Southwood  Home 
Demonstration  Club  and  $50  from  the  Southwood  Church  Christian  Women's 
Fellowship. 

Rev.  G.  H.  Sullivan  of  Wilson  came  to  pastor  the  church  on  October 
5,  1951.  He  preached  two  sermons  one  Sunday  a  month  and  was  paid  $30  per 
Sunday.  C.A.  Dudley  resigned  as  board  chairman  and  Earl  Kennedy  was 
elected  to  be  the  new  chairman. 

On  June  29,  1952  Miss  Jane  Dudley  and  Mr.  Norman  Ward  were 
married  by  Rev.  G.  H.  Sullivan  in  the  church. 

Southwood  members  were  working  hard  to  pay  off  the  $11,000  loan 
on  the  church.  The  slogan  was  "Debt  free  in  1953."  The  church  was  dedi- 
cated on  October  5,  1952  at  eleven  o'clock.  Mrs.  Ida  J.  Kennedy,  "church 
mother,"  burned  the  church  mortgage  with  Earl  Kennedy,  present  chairman 
of  the  board  ,  and  C.A.  Dudley,  first  chairman,  holding  the  silver  tray  upon 
which  the  mortgage  was  burned. 

Church  records  show  that  over  200  people  made  a  contribution  to  the 
church.  To  raise  money,  church  members  and  community  friends  sponsored 
dinners  at  Southwood  School  for  organizations  such  as  Travelers  Protective 
Association  and  Kinston  Executive  Club.  They  were  charging  $1  per  plate. 
There  were  a  number  of  designated  gifts,  such  as  the  finishing  and  furnishing 
of  the  classrooms  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Johnson,  all  of  the  windows  in  the 
sanctuary,  with  the  exception  of  the  large  memorial  window,  the  communion 
table,  the  silver  bread  plates,  the  silver  communion  service,  silver  urns,  pulpit 
stand  and  three  chairs,  the  communion  chairs,  electric  organ,  lighting  fix- 
tures, hymn  books,  stove  and  sink,  dishes,  silverware  and  other  supplies. 
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In  1953,  G.F.  Loftin  was  elected  as  the  new  board  chairman.  Un- 
der his  leadership  the  members  began  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  hav- 
ing a  minister  half-time  and  find  another  church  to  go  half-time,  but  they 
could  find  no  one  at  that  time.  Rev.  Sullivan  left  in  October  1954.  In  No- 
vember Rev.  Rufus  Hurt  started  preaching  on  first  Sunday  of  each  month. 

At  a  board  meeting  on  January  23,  1955,  Mr.  Loftin  stated  that 
Mr.  Leo  Stroud  had  spoken  to  him  about  the  need  for  a  parsonage.  The 
advisory  committee  who  planned  the  parsonage  were  J.W.  Daughety, 
chairman,  Leo  Stroud  ,  Carey  Dudley,  Ruth  Johnson  and  Irene  Taylor. 
After  the  plans  were  completed  ,  Chairman  Loftin  appointed  a  building 
committee  chaired  by  Aaron  Johnson.  Other  members  included  E.W. 
Kennedy,  H.M.  Johnson ,  Felix  Sykes,  and  Irene  Taylor. 

In  June  of  1955,  Mrs.  Leo  Stroud  resigned  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  Southwood  Church.  She  served  in  that  position  for  10  years.  Mrs. 
Robert  Taylor  succeeded  her. 

Mr.  Felix  Loftin  resigned  as  board  chairman  in  1954  and  Mr.  H. 
M.  Johnson  succeeded  him.  In  November,  Mr.  Loftin  died  after  serving 
Southwood  Church  faithfully.  He  had  given  of  his  life  unsparingly  to 
every  phase  of  rural  life  that  would  make  more  abundant  living  for  the 
people  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

In  the  fall  of  1955,  Rev.  R.  B.  Hurt  decided  that  the  church 
should  have  a  budget.  This  is  the  budget  that  was  approved: 


Pastor's  Salary  $  600.00 

Light  Bill  $  65.00 

Oil  Bill  —  $  150.00 

Insurance  on  Church  $  5  5 . 00 

Union  Meeting  Dues  —  ----- ~-  $  25.00 

State  Missions  $  75.00 

Atlantic  Christian  College  -—  $  100.00 

Easter  Service  $  50.00 

Old  Folks  Home  —  $  25.00 

Orphanage  Home  ~  —  $  25.00 

Servicing  Heating  Systems  —  $  50.00 

Music  for  Choir  —  $  20.00 

Flowers  for  Sick  and  Bereavement  —  $  30.00 

Revival  $  150.00 

Camp  Caroline  $  200.00 

Unified  Promotion  —  $  30.00 

Upkeep  of  Church  — $  300.00 

$1,950.00 
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Mr.  Dennis  Loftin  appeared  before  the  board  and  announced  that 
the  family  of  George  Felix  Loftin  would  like  to  give  an  organ  to  the  church 
in  memory  of  their  father.  The  organ  was  given  by  Mrs.  Carrie  Loftin, 
wife;  Mr.  George  Edwin  Loftin,  son;  Mr.  W.  Dennis  Loftin,  son;  Mrs. 
Sarah  Loftin  Adams,  daughter,  and  Mrs.  Eleanor  Loftin  Jones,  daughter. 
The  gift  was  accepted  with  gratitude  by  the  congregation. 

On  December  23,  1956,  there  was  a  dedication  of  the  Pulpit  Bible 
and  four  silver  communion  trays.  The  Bible  was  given  by  Felix  Franklin 
Johnson  and  Gertie  Jean  Johnson  Dale  in  memory  of  their  father,  D.  Felix 
Johnson.  The  communion  trays  were  given  by  Mrs.  D.  Felix  Johnson  in 
memory  of  her  husband,  D.  Felix  Johnson. 

In  October  of  1957,  the  congregation  voted  to  have  Rev.  Hurt  for 
two  Sunday  morning  services  a  month.  He  was  paid  $100  per  month. 

In  1957,  Southwood  Church  had  three  of  their  faithful  and  loyal 
members  to  die.  They  were  Clyde  Allen  Dudley,  67,  Daniel  Hardy  John- 
son, 87,  and  Cedric  Arthur  Kennedy,  49. 

During  1958,  Rev.  Hurt  submitted  his  resignation  as  pastor  of 
Southwood  due  to  retirement.  His  last  sermon  was  April  13th.  On  April 
17th,  the  church  was  saddened  by  the  accidental  death  of  Leo  Clayton 
Stroud,  age  56.  It  had  been  his  idea  to  build  a  parsonage  and  it  was  being 
built  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Rev.  Jack  Scudder  of  Wilson  came  to  Southwood  to  preach  two 
Sunday  mornings  a  month.  During  this  time,  Mrs.  Clyde  Dudley  gave 
three  pulpit  chairs  in  memory  of  Clyde  A.  Dudley,  a  beloved  member  of 
the  church.  Dr.  C.C.  Ware  made  the  dedicatory  address.  Later  in  1958, 
Mrs.  Ida  Johnson  Kennedy,  82,  passed  away.  She  had  been  instrumental 
in  planning  and  promoting  the  building  of  Southwood  Church. 

On  January  25,  1960,  Southwood  was  hurt  by  the  sudden  death  of 
Mrs.  Ruth  Loftin  Baker.  She  was  a  charter  member  and  as  a  widowed 
mother,  she  had  raised  an  outstanding  family  of  ten  children.  During 
Homecoming  services  in  1960,  there  was  a  dedication  of  two  silver  flower 
urns  which  were  given  by  Mrs.  Leo  Stroud  and  Reginald  Stroud  in  mem- 
ory of  Leo  C.  Stroud.  They  had  given  a  gift  to  Atlantic  Christian  College 
to  start  a  greenhouse  and  Botanical  Garden  in  memory  of  Mr.  Stroud.  Dr. 
John  Waters  was  in  charge  of  the  dedicatory  service. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Johnson,  chairman  of  the  board  resigned  and  Mr.  M. 
V.  Rivenbark  was  elected  as  the  new  chairman.  At  Homecoming  in  1961, 
there  was  a  dedicatory  service  for  the  church  pews  which  were  gifts  from 
members  and  friends.  In  November,  there  was  a  dedication  service  for  the 
communion  chairs  which  were  given  in  memory  of  Ida  Johnson  Kennedy, 
faithful  member  of  the  church. 
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Rev.  Billie  Adams  became  the  new  minister  in  January,  1962.  He 
and  his  wife  Irma,  were  able  to  move  into  the  new  parsonage.  The  dedica- 
tion of  the  church  parsonage  was  on  April  15,  1962.  Dr.  Arthur  D.  Wen- 
ger,  president  of  Atlantic  Christian  College,  gave  the  dedicatory  address. 

Rev.  Adams  announced  that  five  people  had  attended  the  state 
convention;  he  asked  that  by-laws  and  a  constitution  for  the  church  be 
written  and  kept  on  record;  he  asked  the  church  to  sponsor  a  boy  scout 
troop;  and  he  announced  that  a  library  had  been  started  in  the  church. 
Later  in  the  year,  Mr.  Aaron  Johnson  was  elected  as  the  new  chairman  of 
the  Church  board. 

In  the  following  months,  Mrs.  Leo  Stroud  and  W.  Dennis  Loftin 
gave  monetary  gifts  to  the  church  to  be  put  in  a  special  fund  to  be  used  in 
the  building  of  a  fellowship  hall  and  classrooms.  Mr.  Felix  Sykes  was  ap- 
pointed as  the  new  board  chairman  for  1964-65.  It  was  during  this  year 
that  a  new  church  sign  was  added  in  front  of  the  church. 

Another  gift  was  added  to  the  fund  for  the  fellowship  hall.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  P.E.  Shoulars,  church  neighbors  and  community  leaders,  spon- 
sored a  Scottish  Rite  Supper  at  Southwood  School  Cafeteria  and  gave  the 
proceeds  to  the  church.  Rev.  Adams  had  an  accident  and  had  a  severe 
back  injury  with  extended  hospitalization.  Due  to  this  accident,  Rev.  Ad- 
ams submitted  his  resignation  or.  May  9. 

On  August  1,  1965,  Rev.  Norman  Polk  came  to  Southwood  as  the 
new  pastor.  His  installation  service  was  on  September  12,  1965.  During 
the  year,  the  church  lost  another  outstanding  member,  Mrs.  Ruth  Johnson. 
She  gave  her  life  unsparingly  to  her  church  and  her  community. 

Rev.  Polk  only  stayed  at  Southwood  for  a  year  and  submitted  his 
resignation.  In  September,  there  was  a  dedicatory  service  for  a  flower 
table  given  in  memory  of  Barbara  Suggs  Goodman  who  had  died  in  1965. 

After  Rev.  Polk's  departure,  there  were  a  number  of  pastors  and 
layman  from  Atlantic  Christian  College  who  supplied  the  pulpit  of  South- 
wood  Church  the  first  and  third  Sunday  morning  each  month. 

Dr.  Vere  H.  Rogers,  retired  minister  and  professor  of  religion 
from  Atlantic  Christian  College,  came  to  Southwood  in  February  of  1967. 
During  this  time,  Mr.  Paul  Williams  purchased  the  large  wooden  athletic 
gymnasium  on  the  Southwood  School  property.  After  being  approached 
by  Aaron  Johnson  regarding  the  building,  Mr.  Williams  gave  the  building 
to  the  church  to  be  used  for  a  fellowship  hall.  Mr.  Clayton  Humphrey  of 
Jacksonville  moved  the  building  and  place  it  on  a  solid  concrete  founda- 
tion for  $2,200.  Reginald  Stroud  and  Albert  Johnson  drew  the  plans  for 
the  inside  of  the  building  and  Guy  Stocks  was  contracted  to  brick  the 
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building  and  do  the  carpentry  and  finishing  work.  Earl  Kennedy  was  to 
oversee  this  project.  The  church  borrowed  $25,000  from  Atlantic  Christian 
College  to  be  repaid  in  10  notes  of  $2,500  each. 

On  June  4,  1967,  Rev.  James  Henry  Trader  preached  his  first  ser- 
mon at  Southwood  Church.  He  was  installed  as  pastor  of  Southwood  and 
Tuckahoe  Christian  Church  and  would  serve  both  churches. 

Mr.  Roger  Grimes  became  the  new  board  chairman.  On  August  6, 
1967,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Griffin  and  Mr.  And  Mrs.  James  R.  Parker  pre- 
sented to  the  congregation  of  Southwood  Church  four  beautiful  silver  offer- 
ing plates.  Other  gifts  were  given  as  a  memorial  for  Mrs.  Ruth  Johnson  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Stroud  to  be  used  for  the  furnishing  of  the  Educational 
Building.  In  order  to  complete  and  furnish  the  kitchen,  the  Christian 
Women's  Fellowship  agreed  to  buy  lumber  and  materials  for  the  cabinets 
and  covering  for  the  floor.  Earl  Kennedy  and  Jackson  Sykes  volunteered  to 
make  and  install  these  furnishings.  The  Ruth  Johnson  Memorial  consisted 
of  150  metal  chairs,  6  folding  tables,  and  30  hymnal  racks  for  chairs  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  The  memorial  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Stroud  was  equip- 
ping the  Beginner's  classroom.  The  total  cost  of  the  Fellowship  Hall  was 
$31,891.21. 

This  was  also  the  year  of  the  first  Harvest  Festival.  The  date  was 
set  for  the  second  Saturday  in  November.  Barbecue  and  fish  stew  were 
served  and  there  was  a  bazaar  featuring  canned  goods,  bake  sale,  crafts,  and 
sewing  gifts.  This  event  was  so  successful  that  the  board  recommended  that 
it  be  an  annual  event  in  the  life  of  the  church  and  community. 

This  ends  the  first  twenty  years,  1948-1968,  in  the  life  of  South- 
wood  Memorial  Christian  Church.  Stepping  into  the  footprints  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Leo  (Gladys)  Stroud,  a  deaconess  of  Southwood  Memorial  Christian 
Church,  to  write  the  next  thirty  years  of  the  history  of  Southwood  Memorial 
Christian  Church  was  too  big  a  challenge  for  any  one  person  in  our  church, 
so  the  deaconesses  accepted  the  task.  We  began  with  the  following  church 
officers: 


Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Mr.  Roger  Grimes 
Vice  Chairman  -  Mr.  Harold  Small 
Secretary  -  Mrs.  Robert  Moore 
Treasurer  -  Mr.  Charles  Casey 
Financial  Secretary  -  Mr.  Felix  F.  Johnson 
Historian  -  Mrs.  Leo  Stroud 


Superintendent  -  Mr.  Clarence  Stroud 
Assistant  Supt.  -  Mr.  Clifton  Dunham 
Treasurer  -  Mr.  J.  Woodard  Daughety 
Assistant  Treasurer  -  Mr.  Carey  Dudley 
Church  Clerk  -  Mrs.  Carey  Dudley 
Minister  -  Rev.  James  Trader 
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We  were  busy  with  all  the  many  activities  of  the  church.  We  had 
an  active  Youth  Group,  Boy  Scouts,  Cub  Scouts,  Webloes,  two  Christian 
Women's  Fellowship  Groups,  and  many  other  projects  to  work  on,  too.  We 
had  a  successful  Bazaar. 

Our  Fall  Revival  was  conducted  by  Rev.  David  Alexander,  Minister 
of  Gordon  Street  Christian  Church.  Our  Scouts  needed  a  Scoutmaster  and 
Mr.  Clifton  Dunham  reported  at  the  March  Board  Meeting  that  Mr.  Gerald 
Simmons  had  assumed  the  position  of  Scoutmaster.  Gerald  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  our  church,  but,  we  felt  very  fortunate  and  appreciative  to  have  him 
assume  this  role.  Palm  Sunday  Service  was  at  9:30  a.m.  because  Rev. 
Trader  was  preaching  at  Tuckahoe  at  11  a.m.  that  Sunday.  Our  Easter 
Service  was  at  11:00  a.m. 

May  4th  began  Christian  Family  Life  Week  and  we  had  a  covered 
dish  supper,  after  which  Sgt.  Paul  Trimboli  of  the  Kinston  Police  Depart- 
ment was  our  guest  speaker.  He  gave  a  very  informative  program  on  drugs. 
Bible  School  was  announced  for  June  16-20. 

The  1969-1970  slate  of  officers  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Harold  Small 
Vice  Chairman  -  Clarence  Stroud 
Financial  Secretary  -  Felix  J.  Johnson 
Treasurer  -  J.  Woodard  Daughety 
Assistant  Treasurer  -  Carey  Dudley 

Historian  -  Gladys  Stroud 


Secretary  -  Marjorie  Moore 
Church  Clerk  -  Sue  Andrews 
Treasurer  -  Charles  Casey 
Superintendent  -  John  Conner 
Asst.  Superintendent  -  Clyde  Dunham 

Publicity  -  Patricia  Trader 


The  CWF  began  to  greet  members  and  guests  each  Sunday  and  to 
hand  out  the  church  bulletins.  The  men  of  the  church  assumed  the  grass 
cutting  and  a  weekly  schedule  was  posted  on  the  bulletin  board.  August 
17th  was  Woman's  Day  and  the  women  of  the  Church  were  in  charge  of  the 
morning  worship  service. 

At  the  September  board  meeting  the  date  for  our  annual  Bazaar 
was  set  for  November  8th. 

Homecoming  was  Sunday,  October  5th,  with  a  large  attendance  for 
services.  Copies  of  the  history  of  the  church  entitled,  "The  First  Twenty 
Years  at  Southwood  ,"  written  by  Mrs.  Leo  Stroud,  were  on  sale  for  $2  per 
copy.  We  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  Stroud  for  her  labor  of  love  in  compiling  this 
history  for  us.  A  bountiful  dinner  followed  our  Church  service,  enjoyed  by 
the  large  number  of  members  and  guests  attending. 

November  was  filled  with  much  activity  including  granting  permis- 
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sion  to  a  new  community  4-H  Club  the  use  of  our  fellowship  hall  for  meet- 
ings each  second  Monday  night.  Our  Bazaar  on  November  8th  was  a  great 
success.  At  a  called  Board  meeting  on  December  17th,  Chairman  Small 
read  a  letter  of  resignation  from  Rev.  James  Trader.  The  resignation  was 
accepted.  The  Board  agreed  to  continue  the  Ministerial  Unity  Agreement 
with  Tuckahoe  Church,  if  they  so  desired.  December  was  a  busy  month  in 
our  Church.  The  CYF  presented  a  live  Nativity  scene  from  7  p.m.  to  9  p.m. 
each  night  of  Christmas  week.  Our  Christmas  program  and  party  were  held 
on  the  third  Sunday  night.  On  December  24th  we  had  a  Christmas  Eve 
Service  at  7:30  p.m.  followed  by  Open  House  at  the  Trader's.  It  had  been  a 
productive  year  for  us  even  though  we  were  losing  our  minister. 

Mr.  Grimes  reported  that  Tuckahoe  Church  would  like  to  continue 
the  Ministerial  Unity  with  us.  At  a  called  meeting  on  January  15,  Chairman 
Small  welcomed  Dr.  Charles  Dietze,  Regional  Minister  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Disciples  of  Christ.  Dr.  Dietze  showed  us  a  profile  of  our  church  from 
1949  through  1969.  Our  membership  had  grown  and  our  finances  had  fluc- 
tuated up  and  down.  His  question  to  us  was,  "What  do  you  feel  are  your 
most  important  needs  now?"  Some  responses  were,  "Our  educational  build- 
ing has  to  be  paid  for,"  "get  our  people  to  attend  church,"  "need  a  minister 
to  come  in  and  teach  Sunday  School  materials,"  "a  preacher  who  can  reach 
our  young  people."  Dr.  Dietze  said  this  information  would  be  a  great  re- 
source for  him  as  he  worked  to  secure  us  a  minister. 

This  was  also  a  month  of  sadness  as  we  said  "goodbye"  to  Rev. 
Trader,  Pat,  and  James,  and  wished  them  much  happiness  and  success  in 
their  new  congregation. 

In  May  we  had  to  begin  again  in  our  search  for  a  minister  when  the 
Pulpit  Committee  reported  that  Rev.  Haney  had  withdrawn  from  the  call  to 
minister  to  us.  The  slate  of  officers  for  the  1970-1971  year  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Harold  Small 
Vice  Chairman  -  Clarence  Stroud 
Secretary  -  Marjorie  K.  Moore 
Treasurer  -  Charles  Casey 
Financial  Secretary  -  Felix  F.  Johnson 


Historian  -  Dorothy  Stroud 
Church  Clerk  -  Virginia  Grimes 
Publicity  -  Ethelene  Dunham 
Sunday  School  Supt.  -  John  Conner 
Assistant  Superintendent  -  Roger  Grimes 
Treasurer  -  Woodard  Daughety 


Rev.  Melton  Bonner,  Minister  of  Goldsboro  Christian  Church  held 
our  fall  revival.  October  4th  was  Homecoming  Sunday  and  a  highlight  of 
this  day  was  the  dedication  of  the  Sacristy. 

We  were  blessed  with  a  very  successful  Bazaar  on  November  7th. 
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December  6th  was  Woman's  Day.  On  December  20th  at  7  p.m. 
we  held  our  annual  Christmas  Pageant  by  the  children  and  youth  of  the 
church  and  the  annual  Christmas  party  afterwards. 

We  were  fortunate  to  have  the  capable  services  of  Rev.  Donald 
Young  as  our  interim  minister.  1971  began  on  an  up  beat  for  us!  On 
January  3rd  Rev.  Marshall  Parvin,  Jr.  was  our  minister  for  the  day.  He 
was  a  "Timothy"  of  the  Jacksonville  Christian  Church. 

In  February  we  received  the  welcomed  news  that  Rev.  Marshall 
Parvin,  Jr.  had  accepted  our  call  to  become  our  minister. 

April  was  a  busy  month.  On  April  4th  at  5:00  p.m.  the  Chi  Rho 
Fellowship  presented  an  Easter  Play,  "The  Challenge  of  the  Cross," 
Maundy  Thursday  Service  was  held,  and  on  Easter  Sunday  morning  the 
C  Y  F  conducted  Sunrise  Services  on  our  church  yard  followed  by  a  suc- 
cessful pancake  breakfast. 

Christian  Family  Life  Week  began  on  May  2  and  we  met  at  6:30 
p.m.  for  a  fellowship  supper.  Afterwards,  Rev.  Ernest  Porter,  Minister  of 
Westminister  Methodist  Church  in  Kinston,  gave  a  very  humorous  and 
enlightening  talk  on  family  life. 

On  June  7  our  new  minister  and  family  moved  into  the  parson- 
age. The  slate  of  officers  for  1971-1972  were  as  follows: 

Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Harold  Small      Vice  Chairman  -  Clarence  Stroud 
Secretary  -  Hazel  Jarman  Treasurer  -  Charles  Casey 

Financial  Secretary  -  Floyd  Johnson,  Jr.     Church  Clerk  -  Virginia  Grimes 
Historian  -  Dorothy  Stroud  Publicity  -  Ethelene  Dunham 

Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Roger  Grimes        Asst.  Supt.  -  Carey  Dudley 

Treasurer  -  Woodard  Daughety 


July  began  a  new  church  year  and  Rev.  Parvin  consented  to  hold 
our  fall  revival. 

The  first  Sunday  in  August  was  Rev.  Parvin's  first  Sunday  service 
as  our  minister,  and  it  was  a  happy  occasion  for  us  We  had  been  17 
months  without  a  resident  minister. 

On  September  19th,  in  a  joint  service  at  Southwood  with  Tucka- 
hoe  Christian  Church,  we  had  a  service  of  Installation  of  Rev.  Marshall 
Parvin,  Jr. 

The  following  participated:  Mr.  Alva  B.  Howard  -  Chairman  of 
the  Board  at  Tuckahoe;  Mr.  Harold  Small  -  Chairman  of  the  Board  at 
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Southwood  Memorial  Christian  Church;  Dr.  Charles  E.  Dietze  -  Executive 
Minister  of  the  Christian  Church  in  NC;  Rev.  Donald  Young  -  Interim  Min- 
ister; Rev.  David  L.  Alexander  -  Minister  of  Gordon  Street  Christian 
Church;  and  Rev.  Patrick  Wayne  Parvin  -  Minister  of  Lanie's  Chapel  Chris- 
tian Church. 

We  had  a  reception  for  members  of  the  two  churches  and  guests 
following  the  installation  service.  Homecoming  was  Sunday,  October  3, 
and  we  had  a  large  attendance  of  members  and  guests. 

At  a  called  congregational  meeting  on  November  14th  a  motion 
was  made,  seconded  and  approved  by  the  congregation  to  have  a  9  p.m. 
Christmas  Eve  Communion  Service. 

December  5th  was  Woman's  Day. 

The  Christmas  play  and  party  were  held  on  Sunday  night,  Decem- 
ber 19th,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  CYF  presented  a  "Live  Nativity  Scene,"  com- 
plete with  live  animals,  in  the  front  yard  of  the  church  from  7  p.m.  to  9  p.m. 
December  22nd  through  December  24th.  On  Friday  night,  December  24th, 
at  9  p.m.,  we  had  a  Christmas  Eve  Communion  Service  and  it  was  well  at- 
tended. The  young  people  participated  in  many  projects,  activities,  training 
for  leadership  opportunities  and  just  fun  things  such  as:  bowling  and  ball 
teams.  Family  Day  at  Camp  Caroline  was  August  20th  with  worship  serv- 
ices. 

Revival  services  were  held  September  25-29  with  Rev.  Ray  Alexan- 
der as  guest  minister.  Our  annual  Harvest  Festival  was  held  in  November. 

We  shared  in  a  Thanksgiving  service  held  at  Sandy  Bottom  Baptist 
Church  with  our  minister  giving  the  message. 

The  year  1973  marked  the  25th  anniversary  of  Southwood  Memo- 
rial Christian  Church,  named  to  honor  World  War  II  persons  who  served 
our  country  to  preserve  our  freedoms,  especially  religious  freedom.  A 
plaque  to  commemorate  this  service  was  placed  in  the  church. 

A  very  impressive  service  of  Thanksgiving  for  twenty-five  years  of 
blessings  was  observed  October  7,  1973.  A  review  of  some  of  the  highlights 
of  this  quarter  century  were  recalled  by  our  congregation. 

Our  revival  was  held  April  15th  by  a  variety  of  ministers:  Rev. 
Marshall  Parvin,  Rev.  Elbert  Davidson,  Rev.  Dexter  Wasson,  Rev.  Ray  Al- 
exander, Rev.  Charles  Dietze  (leader  at  Maundy  Communion  Service)  and 
Rev.  Eugene  Purcell. 

The  young  people  continued  to  be  active.  The  CYF  conducted  the 
entire  11:00  o'clock  Easter  Service. 

Advent  was  observed  as  well  as  the  Union  Thanksgiving  Services 
with  our  neighboring  churches. 

A  cabin  at  Camp  Caroline  was  assigned  to  our  church  for  upkeep. 

A  letter  was  read  at  the  March  4,  1974  board  meeting  stating  that 
Reginald  Stroud  was  resigning  as  church  organist  after  nearly  twenty  years 
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of  service.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  find  a  replacement. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  to  obtain  an  organist  reported  that 
Marjorie  Moore  would  serve  as  Choir  Director;  Dorothy  Stroud  -  Sunday 
School  pianist,  assisted  by  Jody  Small;  and,  Evelyn  Loftin  -  church  organist 
until  the  fall.  In  the  fall  Jimmy  Hardy  became  our  organist. 

Our  revival  was  held  May  2nd,  3rd,  4th,  and  concluded  on  Sunday, 
the  5th,  with  worship  followed  by  a  fellowship  dinner. 

Suzi  Parvin  and  Kathleen  Johnson  attended  the  CWF  Assembly  at 
Purdue  University  in  Lafayette,  Indiana  as  delegates. 

The  slate  of  officers  for  the  1974  -  1975  church  year  were  as  follows: 


Chanman  -  Clifton  Dunham 

Secretary  -  Hazel  Jarman 

Financial  Secretary  -  Vernon  Kennedy  & 
Floyd  Johnson,  Jr. 

Publicity  -  Ann  Conner  &  Margaret  Small 

Trustee  -  M.  V.  Rivenbark 
Co-Supt.  -  Bobby  Taylor 


Vice  Chairman  -  Felix  Johnson 
Treasurer  -  Charles  Casey 
Church  Clerk  -  Virginia  Grimes 

Historian  -  Sue  Andrews 

Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Roger  Grimes 
Treasurer  -  J.  W.  Daughety 


Homecoming  was  on  October  6,  1974. 

October  20,  1974  was  Woman's  Day  celebrating  their  100th  anniver- 
sary. The  guest  speaker  was  Raye  Feltner,  the  regional  CWF  Minister. 

The  Harvest  Festival  was  held  on  Saturday,  November  10,  1974. 

Christmas  celebrations  included  the  Christmas  Tree  Program  and 
Party,  a  Christmas  Eve  Candlelight  Service  and  a  "first"  for  Southwood  Me- 
morial Christian  Church  -  A  Christmas  Cantata  -  "Jesus  Is  Born  The  King." 

Rev.  Marshall  Parvin  tendered  his  resignation  on  January  6,  1975,  to 
become  effective  February  15,  1975,  to  go  to  Plymouth,  N.C.  A  congrega- 
tional meeting  was  held  January  19,  1975,  at  which  time  a  decision  was  made 
for  this  church  to  hire  a  full-time  minister.  A  covered  dish  dinner  was  held 
after  the  service  on  this  same  date  to  celebrate  the  burning  of  the  mortgage  on 
the  Education  Building.  Dr.  Charles  Dietze  was  our  honored  guest  for  this 
occasion. 

Rev.  Robert  Hufford  began  as  our  interim  minister  on  February  16, 

1975. 

Camp  Caroline  Day,  which  is  an  annual  event,  was  held  on 
August  3,  1975  .  A  church  service  was  conducted  at  the  camp. 

On  September  7,  1975,  we  welcomed  into  our  church  family  our 
minister,  Rev.  Robert  Hufford,  and  his  family.  A  fellowship  dinner  was  held 
in  the  fellowship  hall  in  their  honor. 
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Rev.  Hufford  was  installed  on  October  5,  1975,  on  Homecoming 
Sunday,  by  Rev.  Alex  Mooty,  who  was  Associate  Executive  Minister  of  the 
Christian  Church  of  North  Carolina.  A  fellowship  dinner  followed. 

The  Harvest  Festival  was  a  great  success. 

Southwood  Memorial  Christian  Church  participated  in  the  Pre- 
Thanksgiving  Service  at  Webbs  Chapel  on  November  23,  1975. 

It  was  noted  that  Jimmy  Hardy  would  resign  as  organist  at  the  end 
of  November.  We  were  fortunate  to  have  the  talents  of  Dorothy  Stroud, 
Marjorie  Moore,  and  Reginald  Stroud  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas  Party  was  on  December  21st,  a  Can- 
dlelight Service  was  on  Christmas  Eve,  and  a  special  New  Year's  Service 
closed  out  the  year  on  December  28,  1975. 

A  Bicentennial  celebration  was  observed  at  Southwood  on  May  16, 
1976.  This  was  a  very  special  day  and  most  of  the  congregation  came 
dressed  in  clothes  reminiscent  of  the  church  clothes  worn  in  1776.  Mr.  Huf- 
ford gave  a  very  inspiring  sermon  on  the  history  of  Southwood  Memorial 
Christian  Church  for  his  morning  message. 

At  the  June  7th  meeting  of  the  Church  Board,  the  board  agreed  to 
build  a  cooking  and  recreational  shelter  on  the  church  ground.  The  slate  of 
officers  for  1976-1977  church  year  were  as  follows: 

Chairman  of  Board  -  Felix  Johnson  Historian  -  Sue  Andrews 


Vice-Chairman  -  Felix  Sykes 

Secretary  -  Hazel  Jarman 

Treasurer  -  John  Charles  Casey 

Financial  Secretary  -  John  Conner  &  John 
Lipscomb 

Clerk  -  Peggy  Kennedy 

Publicity  -  Beverly  Hufford  &  Lou  Dudley 


Organist  -  Reginald  Stroud 

Pianist  -  Jody  Small 

Choir  Coordinator  -  Dorothy  Stroud 

Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Roger  Grimes 

Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.-  Carey  Dudley 
Secretary-Treasurer  -  Woodard  Daughety 


Cindy  Thompson,  a  student  attending  Lenoir  Community  College, 
was  hired  as  our  Church  Organist  and  Choir-Director,  to  begin  on  August 
22nd  and  she  filled  this  position  through  May  22,  1977. 

Southwood's  twenty-eighth  Homecoming  was  held  on  October  3, 

1976. 

The  Harvest  Festival  was  held  on  November  13  th  and  was  a  huge 

success. 

Advent  services  were  held  each  Sunday  night,  beginning  on  No- 
vember 28th  through  December  19th. 
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Woman's  Day  was  observed  at  Southwood  Church  on  January  30, 
1977  with  the  women  being  in  charge  of  the  morning  worship  service. 

Miss  Cecelia  Avery,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Avery  of  Pink 
Hill  and  a  graduate  of  Atlantic  Christian  College,  began  as  organist  and 
choir-director  at  Southwood  Church  on  June  5,  1977. 

The  annual  congregational  meeting  of  Southwood  Christian 
Church  was  held  at  the  close  of  the  Morning  Worship  Service  on  July  19, 
1977.  The  slate  of  officers  for  the  1977-1978  year  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Felix  Sykes 

Vice-Chairman  -  William  Sykes 

Secretary  -  Hazel  Jarman 

Treasurer  -  Charles  Casey 

Financial  Secretary  -  John  Conner  &  John 
Lipscomb 

Church  Clerk  -  Peggy  Kennedy 


Church  Historian  -  Sue  Andrews 
Publicity  Director  -  Lou  Dudley 
Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Roger  Grimes 
Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Carey  Dudley 
Secretary-Treasurer  -  Woodard  Daughety 


Homecoming  was  celebrated  at  Southwood  on  October  2,  1977, 
with  a  large  attendance  of  members  and  guests.  Harvest  Festival  was  held 
on  November  12th  and  we  had  a  very  rewarding  day. 

At  the  January  1978  Board  Meeting  the  Evangelism  Committee 
reported  plans  for  a  prayer  vigil  to  begin  during  Easter.  Individuals  would 
sign  up  to  pray  for  30  minutes  each  beginning  after  the  Maundy  Thursday 
Service  and  the  vigil  would  last  for  twenty-four  hours.  (As  of  this  writing 
the  Prayer  Vigil  is  still  held  each  year.)  Also,  in  February  1978  the  Chris- 
tian Youth  Fellowship  made  plans  for  a  24  hour  fast  called  a  "Night  of  En- 
counter." The  fast  would  begin  on  Saturday  at  1:00  p.m.  and  continue  until 
Sunday  at  1:00  p.m.  At  that  time  the  fast  would  be  broken  with  a  bowl  of 
rice  and  a  glass  of  water. 

Trustee  Reginald  Stroud  presented  guidelines  and  application 
forms  to  be  used  in  applying  for  the  John  C.  Baker  Scholarship  at  the  March 
6,  1978  Board  Meeting. 

On  April  23,  1978  Board  Chairman  Felix  Sykes  read  a  letter  of  res- 
ignation from  Rev.  Robert  Hufford  to  be  effective  July  1,  1978. 

At  the  May  Board  Meeting,  Chairman  Sykes  appointed  a  Pulpit 
Committee  to  secure  a  new  minister. 

The  Annual  Congregational  Business  Meeting  was  held  June  25, 
1978.  The  slate  of  officers  for  1978-1979  were  as  follows: 
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Chairman  -  Roger  Grimes  Church  Clerk  -  Peggy  Kennedy 

Vice  Chairman  -  Maidred  Stroud  Historian  -  Sue  Andrews 


Secretary  -  Hazel  Jannan 
Treasurer  -  Charles  Casey 
Publicity  Chairman  -  Alice  Johnson 


Financial  Secretary  -  John  Connor  &  Felix 
Johnson 


Sunday  School  Supt.  -Carey  Dudley 

Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Harold  Small 

Secretary-Treasurer  Sunday  School  - 
Vernon  Kennedy 


Camp  Caroline  Family  Weekend  was  set  for  August  5th  and  6th. 
Rev.  Norman  Polk  had  agreed  to  serve  as  interim  minister  for  an  indefinite 
period  of  time. 

At  the  September  Board  Meeting  the  name  of  Rev.  Dexter  W. 
Wasson  to  serve  as  Minister  was  approved  by  the  Board  and  presented  to 
the  congregation  the  second  Sunday  in  September  for  approval.  The  con- 
gregation voted  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  Wasson. 

At  the  September  Congregational  Meeting,  Cecelia  Avery 
Gaskins,  Choir  Director,  submitted  her  resignation  and  October  1,  1978 
was  to  be  her  last  service  at  Southwood. 

Dr.  Charles  Dietze  held  the  Installation  Service  for  Rev.  Dexter 
Wasson  on  October  22,  1978.  A  fellowship  dinner  followed  the  service. 

On  November  19,  1978,  the  congregation  voted  to  move  the  par- 
sonage to  a  new  location  lA  of  a  mile  north  of  the  church  on  Highway  58. 
In  November  we  had  another  successful  bazaar.  At  the  March  official 
board  meeting  David  Grimes  was  announced  as  the  first  recipient  of  the 
John  C.  Baker  Scholarship. 

At  the  April,  1979  Board  Meeting  Rev.  Wasson  reported  that  a 
Maundy  Thursday  Service  would  be  held  at  Southwood  Church  and  a  Jun- 
ior Church  would  begin  April  15,  1979  under  the  leadership  of  Mary 
Deans.  Junior  Church  still  continues  as  of  this  writing. 

The  slate  of  officers  for  the  1979-1980  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  -  Roger  Grimes 

Vice  Chairman  -  Maidred  Stroud 

Secretary  -  Sue  Rouse 

Treasurer  -  Elaine  Cunningham 

Publicity  -  Pat  Slade 

Church  Clerk  -  Peggy  Kennedy 


Sunday  School  Supt .-  Harold  Small 

Sunday  School  Asst.  Supt.  -  Jody  Jolly 

Secretary/Treasurer  Sunday  School  -  Vernon 
Kennedy 

Financial  Secretary  -  J.B.  Baker  and  Kendall 
Rouse 

Asst.  Secretary/  Treasurer  -  Woodard 
Daughety 

Historian  -  Dixie  Whaley 
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The  3 1st  Homecoming  was  held  at  Southwood  on  October  7,  1979 
and  a  covered  dish  dinner  followed  immediately  after  the  service. 

A  called  meeting  of  the  Church  Board  was  held  October  22,  1979  for 
a  decision  to  be  made  on  who  would  finish  the  renovation  of  the  parsonage. 
Financial  arrangements  were  made  for  the  completion  of  the  parsonage. 

At  the  November  board  meeting  the  Worship  Committee  had  made 
plans  for  the  advent  celebration  beginning  December  2,  1979. 

Each  year  our  church  improves  and  expands,  trying  to  reach  all  of 
those  who  desire  and  need  a  place  to  seek  the  help  and  guidance  of  the  Lord. 

In  1980  Jane  Vernon  began  as  church  organist  and  choir  director. 
(Reginald  Stroud  had  served  as  the  interim  organist.) 

Special  activities  involving  our  church  family  included:  St.  Patrick's 
Day  Party,  Easter  Egg  Hunt,  Easter  Sunrise  Service,  Vacation  Bible  School, 
Camp  Caroline  Weekend,  Homecoming,  Revival,  Harvest  Festival,  Union 
Thanksgiving  Service,  Advent  Services,  and  Christmas  Eve  Service. 

Also,  there  were  volleyball  teams,  men's  &  women's  Softball  teams, 
and  the  men's  basketball  team. 

Our  church  was  included  on  the  Homes  &  Foliage  Tour  on  October 
25  -  26,  1980.     Officers  elected  for  the  year  1980-1981  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  -  Maidred  Stroud 

Vice  Chairman  -  Aaron  Johnson 

Secretary  -Sue  Rouse 

Financial  Secretary  -  J.B.  Baker  & 
Kendall  Rouse 

Treasurer  -  Judy  Johnson 
Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Johnson 


Historian  -  Dixie  Whaley 
Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Harold  Small 
Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Jody  Jolly 
Secretary-Treasurer  -  William  Sykes 

Publicity  -  Ruth  Harrison  &  Kathy  Harper 
Publicity  -  Kathy  Harper 


Special  events  were  more  numerous:  Valentine  Party,  Easter  Egg 
Hunt,  Community  Sunrise  Service,  Prayer  Vigil,  Song  Service,  Bible  School, 
Camp  Carolina  Weekend,  Pool  Party,  Back-to-School  Ice  Cream  Party,  Home- 
coming, Halloween  Family  Night,  Harvest  Festival,  Union  Thanksgiving 
Service,  Advent  Celebration  and  Christmas  Eve  Candlelight  Service  with  a 
cantata  performed  by  the  choir. 

A  monthly  newsletter  served  to  keep  our  congregation  better  in- 
formed. Also  the  history  of  our  church  was  to  be  included  in  the  Lenoir 
County  Historical  Association  Book. 

Other  activities  involved  the  men's  volleyball  team,  the  men's  basket- 


22 


ball  team,  and  softball  teams  for  both  men  and  women. 

Officers  serving  our  church  for  the  year  1981-1982  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  -  Maidred  Stroud 
Vice  Chairman-  Aaron  Johnson 
Secretary  -  Sue  Rouse 

Treasurer  -  J.B.  and  Diane  Baker 

Financial  Secretary  -  Kendall  Rouse  & 
Claude  Stroud 

Sunday  School  Treasurer  -  William 
Sykes 


Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Johnson 

Church  Historian  -  Margaret  Small 

Publicity  -  Kathy  Harper  &  Debbie 
Williamson 

Sunday  School  Supt  -  Roger  Grimes 

Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Clifton 
Dunham 

Sunday  School  Pianist  -  Susan  Baker 


Our  first  woman  as  chairman  of  the  board  was  Mrs.  Maidred 
Stroud,  who  proved  she  was  an  efficient  and  capable  leader.  The  slate  of 
officers  for  1982-1983  were  presented  and  approved  as  follows: 

Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Roger  Grimes    Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Johnson 


Vice  Chairman  -  Aaron  Johnson 


Secretary  -  Susan  Sykes 


Asst.  Secretary/Treasurer  -  Woodard 
Daughety 

Historian  -  Margaret  Small 


Financial  Secretary  -  J.B.  &  Diane 
Baker 

Financial  Treasurer  -  Wallace 
Johnson,  John  Conner  &  Roger  Hill 

Pianist  -  Susan  Baker 

Secretary  Treasurer  -  William  Sykes 


Publicity  -  Kathy  Harper  &  Debbie 
Williamson 

Flowers  -  Sue  Andrews 


Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Clifton  Dunham 
Asst.  Supt.-  Harold  Small 


During  1983  the  church  started  working  on  finishing  the  Educa- 
tional Building.  As  early  as  February  1,  1983  William  Sykes  reported  to  the 
board  that  the  men  had  completed  as  much  as  possible  until  the  heating  and 
plumbing  was  done.  The  CWF  purchased  the  carpet  for  the  upstairs. 

In  January  1984,  Roger  Grimes  was  chairman  of  the  Church  Board 
and  Mary  Deans  was  secretary.  J.B.  Baker  was  treasurer.  The  Baker  Schol- 
arship was  awarded  to  Pam  Baker  for  1984.  Rev.  Dexter  Wasson  invited 
Dr.  Bernard  "Bernie"  Meece  to  be  the  speaker  and  present  the  charter  to  the 
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congregation.  The  upstairs  of  the  Fellowship  Hall  was  being  finished  with  the 
plumbing,  heating  and  wiring  being  done  by  Ed  Phillips. 

Mary  Deans  helped  organize  Kindergarten  Church  for  ages  3 
through  5.  This  new  Kindergarten  Church  was  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  at 
11:00  a.m. 

Congratulations  to  Maidred  Stroud  for  being  voted  State  CWF  Vice 
President.  Easter  Sunrise  Service  was  held  at  Sandy  Bottom  Baptist  Church. 
Our  choir  from  Southwood  Memorial  Christian  Church  provided  the  music 
for  the  service.  The  congregation  approved  the  new  slate  of  officers  for  the 
1984-1985  year  as  follows: 


Chairman  -  Roger  Grimes 
Vice-Chairman  -  Felix  Sykes,  Jr. 

Secretary  -  Mary  Deans 

Church  Treasurer  -  J.B.  and  Diane  Baker 

Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  & 
Woodard  Daughety 

Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Clyde  Dunham 


Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Harold  Small 

Sunday  School  Secretary/Treasurer  - 
William  Sykes 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 
Flowers  -  Sue  Andrews 
Historian  -  Irene  Taylor 

Sunday  School  Pianist  -  Susan  Baker 
Publicity  -  Terry  Jarman 


Our  Camp  Caroline  outing  was  a  grand  success  this  year;  but,  there 
is  the  possibility  that  there  will  be  a  church  service  at  our  church  for  those 
who  do  not  attend  camp. 

Southwood  Memorial  Christian  Church  hosted  the  Southeastern  Dis- 
trict Meeting  in  May  1985  with  a  covered  dish  supper.  The  Senior  Breakfast 
was  on  Sunday,  June  9th.  The  CMF  District  Meeting  was  on  Thursday,  June 
13th  with  a  specialty,  Roger  Grimes'  beef  stew.  The  annual  congregational 
meeting  was  on  June  23,  1985.  The  slate  of  officers  for  the  church  year 
1985-86  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  -  Felix  Sykes,  Jr. 
Vice-Chairman  -  Wallace  Johnson 
Secretary  -  Mary  Deans 
Treasurer  -  J.B.  and  Diane  Baker 

Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  and 
Woodard  Daughety 

Historian  -  Irene  Taylor 


Publicity  -  Terry  Jarman 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 

Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Clyde  Dunham 

Assist.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Harold 
Small 

Secretary  of  Sunday  School  -  William 
Sykes 

Pianist  -  Susan  Baker 
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It  was  noted  on  November  4,  1985  that  we  needed  a  pulpit  commit- 
tee for  a  new  minister.  Plans  were  made  to  begin  marketing  for  a  new  pas- 
tor. Rev.  Dexter  Wasson  tendered  his  resignation  to  be  effective  at  the  end 
of  December  1985. 

Rev.  Virgil  Whitehurst  became  our  interim  minister  and  very  ably 
led  us  through  a  very  difficult  period.  The  upstairs  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
was  in  the  process  of  being  finished. 

The  pulpit  committee  recommended  Rev.  David  Conway  as  our 
minister  and  the  board  voted  unanimously  to  call  him.  He  was  to  preach  his 
first  sermon  on  April  13,  1986.  A  Children's  Sermon  was  started  on  Sun- 
days during  worship  service. 

The  pictorial  directory  was  finished  and  ready  for  distribution  to 
the  members. 

Junior  Church  will  be  held  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  Sundays  each  month. 
In  May  1987,  Rev.  David  Conway  relocated  to  Nebraska.  1986-1987  church 
officers  were  as  follows: 

Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Felix  Sykes,  Jr.     Vice  Chairman  -  Ricky  Vernon 
Secretary  -  Mary  Deans  Treasurer  -  J.  B.  Baker 


The  upstairs  of  the  Fellowship  Hall  was  being  prepared  for  five 
classrooms.  William,  Amos,  Danny  Ray  and  Jackson  Sykes  contributed  a 
substantial  amount  of  work  on  the  upstairs  project.  Thanks  was  given  to 
others  who  contributed  their  time  and  talent.  The  total  expense  in  building 
the  upstairs  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  was  $22,574.21. 

Easter  Sunrise  Service  was  held  at  Jackson  Heights  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  with  Rev.  David  Conway  delivering  the  sermon.  The  officers 
for  the  1987-88  year  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  -  Ricky  Vernon 
Vice  Chairman  -  Ray  Early 
Secretary  -  Georgia  Holloman 

Treasurer  -  J.B.  and  Diane  Baker 

Financial  Secretary  •  Jim  Potter  and 
Woodard  Daughety 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 


Church  Historian  -  Irene  Taylor 

Publicity  -  Eddie  Davenport 

Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Clyde 
Dunham 

Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Harold 
Small 

Sunday  School  Treasurer  -  William 
Sykes 

Sunday  School  Pianist  -  Susan  Baker 
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Susan  and  William  Sykes  were  given  permission  to  place  a  Ga- 
zebo on  the  church  grounds  in  memory  of  their  son,  Jason. 

Pulpit  Committee  Chairman  Ray  Early  announced  to  the  board  in 
November,  1988  that  Rev.  Dexter  Wasson  would  consider  returning  to 
Southwood  as  our  minister.  The  terms  were  presented  to  the  congregation 
and  he  was  called  as  our  minister  on  November  10,  1988.  He  will  begin 
January  8,  1989. 

The  church  purchased  the  Michael  Morris  property  beside  the 
church  (8/10  of  an  acre  and  house  at  a  cost  of  $55,000).  The  officers  for 
1989-1990  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Ray  Early 
Vice-Chairman  -  Amos  Sykes 
Secretary  -  Georgia  D.  Holleman 
Treasurer  -  Peggy  and  Tommy  Boone 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 

Historian  -  Irene  Taylor 


Publicity  -  Eddie  Davenport 

Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Clyde  Dunham 

Assistant  Supt.  -  Harold  Small 

Sunday  School  Treasurer  -  William 
Sykes 

Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  and 
Woodard  Daughety 

Sunday  School  Pianist  -  Susan  Baker 


The  removal  of  the  trees  from  the  property  purchased  from  Mi- 
chael and  Nan  Morris  was  a  major  project.  Someone  was  hired  to  cut  the 
trees  and  then  the  church  members  cleaned  up  the  debris  and  moved  trees. 
This  was  done  in  order  to  have  more  parking  room. 

It  was  voted  and  approved  at  the  April  2,  1990  board  meeting  to 
begin  two  worship  services  beginning  the  first  Sunday  in  May  1990. 

Church  officers  for  1990-1991  were  elected  as  follows: 


Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Ray  Early 
Vice-Chairman  -  Amos  Sykes 
Secretary  -  Ann  Sykes 

Treasurer  -  Peggy  and  Tommy  Boone 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 

Historian  -  Irene  Taylor 


Publicity  -  Eddie  Davenport 

Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Ricky  Vernon 

Assistant  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Amos 
H.  Sykes 

Sunday  School  Treasurer  -  William 

Sykes 

Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  and 
Woodard  Daughety 

Sunday  School  Pianist-  Susan  Baker 
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The  long-range  planning  committee  recommended  that  the  church 
engage  the  East  Group  to  make  recommendations  for  change  to  our  existing 
facilities. 

On  December  20,  1990  Rev.  Dexter  Wasson  was  honored  on  his 
"40th  Anniversary  in  the  Ministry"  with  a  surprise  roast  by  the  church  mem- 
bers. Many  out-of-town  friends  and  family  members  took  part  in  the  roast. 
It  was  a  joyous  occasion  for  our  pastor  and  for  the  members. 

Advent  services  began  December  2nd  and  continued  through  De- 
cember 23rd.  The  choir  sang  the  Christmas  Cantata  on  Sunday,  December 
23,  1990. 

Maundy  Thursday  Communion  Service  was  observed  March  28th 
by  a  twenty-  four  hour  prayer  vigil  by  the  members.  Easter  Sunrise  Service 
was  at  Woodington  United  Methodist  Church.  Southwood's  choir  sang  at 
this  service  and  also  sang  the  Easter  Cantata  at  Southwood's  1 1 :00  a.m. 
service. 

Maidred  Stroud  was  installed  as  the  State  CWF  President  on  April 

20,  1991. 

Southeastern  District  Meeting  was  held  at  Southwood  Memorial 
Christian  Church  on  June  2nd  .  The  Southeastern  District  CMF  met  at 
Southwood  on  June  13.  The  slate  of  officers  for  the  1991-1992  church  year 
were  as  follows: 


Chairman  -  Amos  Sykes 

Vice  Chairman  -  Tommy  Boone 

Secretary  -  Ann  Sykes 

Treasurer  -  Peggy  Boone 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 

Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  and 
Woodard  Daughety 


Historian  -  Irene  Taylor 

Publicity  -  Eddie  Davenport  &  Billy 
Moore 

Sunday  School  Supt .-  Ricky  Vernon 
Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Amos  Sykes 
Sunday  School  Treasurer  -  William  Sykes 
Sunday  School  Pianist  -  Susan  Baker 


The  Camp  Caroline  Weekend  Retreat  was  a  great  success.  Sunday, 
October  6,  1991  was  Homecoming  for  Southwood  Memorial  Christian 
Church. 

Saturday,  November  9,  1991  was  the  date  of  our  23  rd  annual  Har- 
vest Festival.  This  was  a  great  day  for  work,  fun  and  fellowship. 

Rev.  Dexter  Wasson  represented  Southwood  Memorial  Christian 
Church  at  the  General  Assembly  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  and  reported  that  Dr. 
Michael  Kinnamon  was  defeated  by  70  votes.  His  views  did  not  meet  the 
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approval  of  our  members.  The  P.E.  Shoulars  property  was  reported  available 
and  the  church  had  the  first  option  to  buy  this  property.  It  is  located  on  the 
north  side,  adjacent  to  the  church  with  1.7  acres,  and  a  2000  square  foot  brick 
house  in  good  condition.  Approval  was  given  to  purchase  the  property.  It 
was  decided  at  a  congregational  meeting  on  April  26,  1992  to  sell  the  existing 
parsonage  and  apply  revenue  from  it  to  the  Shoulars'  property.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  sell  the  old  parsonage. 

Maundy  Thursday  Candlelight  Communion  Service  was  observed 
and  the  drama,  "The  Last  Supper,"  was  presented  . 

The  Easter  Cantata  was  presented  on  Easter  Sunday  by  the  choir. 

Union  Thanksgiving  Service  was  held  at  Southwood  Memorial 
Christian  Church  on  November  22,  1992.  The  participating  churches  were 
Jackson  Heights  Free  Will  Baptist,  Webb  Chapel  United  Methodist,  New 
Hope  Baptist,  Sandy  Bottom  Baptist,  Woodington  United  Methodist  and 
Southwood  Memorial  Christian. 

The  trees  behind  the  church  have  been  cut  by  the  owners  (the  Loftin 
Family).  The  church  board  members  are  interested  in  purchasing  a  small 
tract  to  enlarge  our  church  property. 

The  Southeastern  District  CMF  meeting  was  held  at  Southwood  Me- 
morial Christian  Church  on  February  23,  1993.  Men  from  the  Southeastern 
and  Hookerton  districts  attended  the  rally. 

On  April  8th  and  9th,  the  men  of  Southwood  presented  a  dramatiza- 
tion of  Leonardo  da  Vinci's  "The  Last  Supper."  Communion  service  was  held 
each  night.  The  Prayer  Vigil  was  from  9:00  p.m.  Thursday  until  9:00  p.m. 
Friday. 

Youth  Sunday  was  observed  on  April  18th  at  the  1 1:00  a.m.  service. 
The  young  people  led  the  service,  including  the  morning  message. 

Senior  Breakfast  was  held  on  June  6,  1993.  Father's  Day  was  ob- 
served on  June  20,  1993.  A  gift  was  presented  to  the  oldest,  the  youngest  and 
the  father  with  the  most  children  present. 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  from  June  21st  through  June  25th  with 
the  program  on  Sunday,  June  27.  The  1993-1994  church  officers  were  as 
follows: 

Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Tommy  Boone        Historian  -  Irene  Taylor 

Vice  Chairman  -  Billy  Moore  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Ricky  Vernon 

Secretary  -  Georgia  Holloman  Assist.  Superintendent  -  Amos  Sykes 

Treasurer  -  Peggy  Boone  Pianist  -  Mark  Deaver 

Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  &  Woodard   Publicity  -  Eddie  Davenport 
Daughety 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee  Ass*.  Pianist  -  Susan  Baker 
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Reginald  and  Maidred  Stroud  attended  the  National  Convention 
in  St.  Louis,  MO  from  July  15th  through  July  20th  and  represented  South- 
wood  Memorial  Christian  Church  as  voting  delegates. 

Our  November  Harvest  Festival  proved  to  be  a  great  success,  but 
more  important  was  working  together  harmoniously  and  enjoying  it  for  the 
glory  of  God.  In  December  the  choir  presented  the  cantata,  "One  Holy 
Night,"  on  the  Sunday  before  Christmas. 

Reginald  Stroud  worked  with  the  Jane  Loftin  Hill  Family  in  se- 
curing the  property  behind  the  church.  Mrs.  Hill  would  give  one  acre  and 
charge  $5,000  for  an  additional  acre  of  land.  A  playground  for  nursery 
age  children  outside  and  adjacent  to  the  nursery  wing  was  constructed.  A 
play  ground  for  kindergarten,  primary  and  middlers  will  be  a  fenced  in 
area  behind  the  rental  house.  The  Gazebo  was  moved  near  this  area.  This 
play  ground  will  be  named  the  Jason  Sykes  Play  Ground. 

The  slate  of  officers  for  1994-1995  church  year  are  as  follows: 

Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Tommy  Boone  Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 

Vice  Chairman  -  Billy  Moore  Historian  -  Irene  Taylor 

Secretary  -  Ricky  Vernon  Supt.  Of  Sunday  School  -  Susan  Baker 

Treasurer  -  Peggy  Boone  Asst.  Supt.  Of  Sunday  School  -  Amos 


In  September,  1994,  the  Hand  Bells  were  dedicated.  They  were 
given  in  memory  of  Johnnie  and  Ella  Burch  by  their  daughter,  Jeannine 
Burch  Harris.  Saturday,  November  12,  1994  was  a  very  successful  bazaar. 
A  child's  rocking  horse  was  made  by  Laurie  Wetherington  from  wood  sal- 
vaged from  Southwood  School.  It  went  to  Bob  Moore  for  $2,000.  The 
Advent  and  Christmas  season  was  a  joyful  one. 

Southwood's  share  of  the  debt  of  the  Christian  Church  of  NC  was 
$1,113.  A  special  offering  was  taken  on  January  22nd  and  29th,  1995. 

A  congregational  meeting  followed  the  church  service  on  Febru- 
ary 26,  1995  and  we  voted  to  hire  John  Hickman  to  draw  the  blueprint  for 
Phase  I  of  the  new  construction. 

Our  choir  presented  a  cantata  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  16,  1995. 
April  30,  1995  was  Youth  Sunday  with  the  young  people  having  charge  of 
the  entire  11:00  a.m.  worship  service.    Mother's  Day  was  observed 
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Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  & 
Woodard  Daughety 

Publicity  -  Ricky  Vernon 


Pianist  for  Sunday  School  -  Mark 
Deaver 


Sunday  School  Treasurer  -  William 
Sykes 
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through  contributions  to  the  construction  fund.  The  Senior  Breakfast  was  a 
special  occasion.  We  had  fourteen  high  school  and  college  graduates.  Fa- 
ther's Day  was  celebrated  in  June  by  making  contributions  to  the  new  church 
construction  fund.  Vacation  Bible  School  began  on  June  19th  and  continued 
through  June  23rd. 

The  new  officers  for  1995-1996  &  1996-1997  were  as  follows: 


Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Billy  Moore 

Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Barbara 
Sykes 

Secretary  -  Louise  Lima 

Treasurers  -  Peggy  Boone  &  Tommy 
Boone 

Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  & 
Woodard  Daughety 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 


Church  Historian  -  Irene  Taylor 
Publicity  Director  -  Richard  Vernon 

Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Susan  Baker 
Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Roger  Hill 

Sunday  School  Pianist  -  Mark  Deaver 

Sunday  School  Treasurer-  William  Sykes 


August  18th  through  20th  was  a  great  success  at  Camp  Caroline. 
Children's  Church  began  on  September  3,  1995  for  grades  1  through  5  and 
will  continue  through  May.  Children's  Church  provides  many  activities  for 
children  so  that  they  may  enjoy  and  learn  Christian  beliefs  and  practices. 
Homecoming  was  a  memorable  time  at  Southwood  with  worship,  fellow- 
ship, great  food  and  an  overflow  crowd  of  caring  people. 

We  had  a  very  successful  Harvest  Festival.  It  was  a  joy  to  watch 
our  people  work  and  enjoy  what  they  were  doing.  Our  youth  leaders,  Bruce 
&  Debbie  Williamson,  and  Billy  and  Emma  Moore,  and  the  CYF  planned 
our  Veterans'  Day  Service  on  November  12,  1995.  Rev.  Virgil  Whitehurst, 
a  veteran,  delivered  the  message.  Those  veterans  who  were  members  were 
honored.  Each  was  escorted  into  the  sanctuary  by  a  young  member  of  his  or 
her  family.  The  veterans  all  sat  together.  Their  pictures  were  displayed  in 
the  vestibule. 

The  Advent  Season  was  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us  who  attended 
and  there  was  very  good  participation.  Rev.  Dexter  Wasson  would  light  the 
Advent  Candle  and  Jim  Potter  would  read  a  Christmas  story  followed  by  the 
singing  of  Christmas  Carols.  The  choir  presented  the  cantata  at  the  1 1 :00  a. 
m.  service  on  Christmas  Eve  and  a  candle  light  communion  service  followed 
that  night  at  9:00  p.m.  1995  was  a  memorable  year  for  the  members  of 
Southwood  Memorial  Christian  Church. 

The  CYF  was  given  permission  to  take  the  flowers  that  were  used 
in  the  church  service  and  distribute  them  to  shut-ins  and  sick  of  the  commu- 
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nity.  The  young  people  also  went  on  a  ski  trip  to  Sugar  Mountain  on  Janu- 
ary 13th  through  15th.  The  CMF  meets  the  last  Sunday  morning  of  each 
month  for  breakfast  and  fellowship.  January  28,  1996  was  Laity  Sunday. 
Members  of  the  Richard  Caswell  Masonic  Lodge  and  Eastern  Star  wor- 
shipped with  us. 

The  traditional  Valentine  Party  for  all  adults  was  continued.  A 
meal  of  steaks  and  all  the  trimmings  was  enjoyed  by  all  in  attendance.  The 
blessing  boxes  were  dedicated  by  CWF  members  on  March  24,  1996.  The 
CWF  Southeastern/Pamlico  Worship  was  held  at  Southwood  Memorial 
Christian  Church  on  Saturday,  March  30.  A  Pancake  Supper/Silent  Auction 
was  held  on  Saturday,  March  30,  with  the  proceeds  going  to  our  New  Con- 
struction Fund. 

Leonardo  Da  Vinci's  "The  Last  Supper"  was  dramatized  on 
Maundy  Thursday,  April  4th  by  the  men  of  the  church.  A  Candlelight 
Communion  Service  followed.  Sunrise  Service  was  at  Sandy  Bottom  Baptist 
Church  on  April  7th  with  our  pastor,  Rev.  Dexter  Wasson  as  speaker. 
Easter  Service  at  Southwood  was  held  on  April  7,  1996.  The  adult  choir 
presented  the  cantata,  "Up  From  The  Grave." 

Regional  Assembly  was  in  Asheville  April  19th  and  20th.  Youth 
Sunday  was  Sunday,  April  21st. 

Mother's  Day  was  a  very  special  day  at  Southwood.  Member's 
mothers  were  honored  or  memorialized  by  making  a  donation  to  the  new 
construction  fund.  On  April  27th,  several  of  our  men  went  to  Camp  Caro- 
line and  repaired  the  canteen.  April  28th  was  Talent  Night.  Everyone  at- 
tending enjoyed  the  fellowship  supper  and  the  talent  of  our  participating 
members.  Graduates  were  honored  at  a  breakfast  on  Sunday,  June  2.  June 
16th,  Fathers  were  honored  or  memorialized  by  a  donation  to  the  new  con- 
struction fund.  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  June  17th  through  21st. 

The  annual  church  weekend  at  Camp  Caroline  was  the  3rd  week- 
end in  August. 

A  storage  building  was  donated  to  the  church  which  will  be  used 
during  our  new  construction.  The  building  was  donated  by  Louise  Rouse  & 
Family. 

Our  annual  Homecoming  was  held  the  first  Sunday  in  October. 
The  food  and  fellowship  was  enjoyed  by  many.  In  November  we  had  an- 
other successful  Harvest  Festival. 

Advent  season,  the  children's  Christmas  play  and  party,  the  Can- 
tata, and  the  Candlelight  Christmas  Eve  Service  were  all  enjoyable  events  in 
December. 

Special  events  in  1997  began  with  our  annual  Valentine's  Party, 
Silent  Auction  and  Spaghetti  Supper,  Easter  Egg  Hunt,  Talent  Show,  and 
Fashion  Show. 
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On  May  4,  1997  a  called  congregational  meeting  was  held  to  dis- 
cuss the  New  Construction  Phase  I.  Reginald  Stroud,  Chairman  of  New 
Construction  Committee,  advised  the  congregation  that  we  would  be  voting 
as  to  whether  we  would  begin  this  Phase  I  of  Construction.  We  would  start 
with  obtaining  bids  for  the  construction  and  how  to  best  obtain  funds  to  fi- 
nance this  project.  The  total  Phase  I  of  Construction  may  run  close  to 
$300,000.  The  congregation  voted  67  to  8  to  continue  with  this  Phase  I  pro- 
ject. Another  Congregational  meeting  was  held  on  May  18,  1997.  Bids  had 
been  received  by  the  following  construction  companies.  Best  Construction  - 
$489,900;  D.S.  Simmons  -  $571,630;  Group  III  -  $491,700.  The  Congrega- 
tion voted  to  not  accept  any  of  these  bids.  Instead  the  congregation  voted  to 
act  as  its  own  contractor.  Mr.  Southwood  Smith  would  be  hired  as  Superin- 
tendent of  the  work.  By  acting  as  our  own  contractor,  our  congregation 
members  would  be  able  to  do  a  portion  of  the  work  and  save  a  large  sum  of 
money.  By  using  this  method  we  felt  the  project  could  be  done  at  the  origi- 
nal projected  price. 

As  the  new  construction  began  a  lot  of  emotion  surfaced.  Some  felt 
sad  at  loosing  the  old  familiar  look  of  the  sanctuary.  Others  were  excited  at 
the  prospects  of  how  the  new  and  modern  sanctuary  was  going  to  look. 
Most  felt  that  the  new  sanctuary  was  needed  to  accommodate  the  growing 
congregation.  The  new  facility  would  provide  updated  style  and  character; 
however,  the  old  style  and  warmth  was  to  be  displayed  through  the  new 
facility.  The  new  facility  was  to  still  display  the  beauty  of  the  wood  doors, 
window  frames,  pulpit,  chairs,  old  pews,  light  fixtures,  beautiful  stained 
glass  windows  and  many  other  remembrances  of  the  old  facility.  How  could 
one  not  feel  at  home  when  looking  back  and  remembering  all  these  beautiful 
remembrances  of  the  old  church  still  in  use  along  with  the  new  look. 

The  beginning  of  June,  1997  brought  much  change  to  Southwood 
Memorial  Christian  Church.  Tearing  down  and  out  was  in  progress  and 
construction  had  begun.  July  25,  1997  was  the  last  service  held  in  our  old 
sanctuary.  Men,  women  and  children  went  to  work  to  preserve,  protect, 
move  and  store  our  valuable  assets  that  were  to  be  used  in  our  new  facility. 
The  following  Sunday  worship  was  to  be  held  in  our  fellowship  hall.  As 
much  as  possible  was  moved  in  to  set  the  presence  of  our  old  sanctuary. 
Many  showed  up  to  support  our  church  with  love  and  worship.  Our  God 
was  to  be  worshipped  in  our  present  facility.  The  pastor  preached,  the  choir 
sang,  the  Deacons  and  Deaconesses  served  our  congregation,  and  the  con- 
gregation worshipped  and  fellowshipped.  Little  did  we  know  how  many 
times  we  would  set  up  and  tear  down  the  substitute  sanctuary  as  needs  arose 
for  the  fellowship  hall.  Then,  the  conversion  began  from  sanctuary  to  fel- 
lowship hall  and  then  quickly  back  to  sanctuary.  Our  congregation  pulled 
together  during  this  time  and  made  all  go  as  smoothly  as  possible.  We 
worked,  worshipped,  and  played  together.   Friends  were  made  and  many. 
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many  talents  were  brought  to  surface.  There  was  much  to  be  done  by  all. 
Painting,  scraping,  priming,  staining,  digging,  building,  cleaning,  washing 
are  only  a  few  talents.  All  contributed  to  this  project. 

New  church  officers  for  1997-1998  were  as  follows: 

Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Margaret  Small    Historian  -  Yvonne  Daughety 

Vice  Chairman  of  Board  -  Barbara  Sykes   Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Susan  Baker 

Secretary  -  Debbie  Grimes  Asst.  Supt.  -  Harley  Guy 

Treasurer  -  Peggy  Boone  &  Tommy  Pianist  for  Sunday  School  -  Jane  Vernon 
Boone 

Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  &  Sunday  School  Treasurer  -  William 

Woodard  Daughety  Sykes 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 

In  August  the  CYF  took  a  trip  to  Kings  Dominion.  The  church 
went  to  Camp  Caroline  for  the  traditional  annual  weekend,  August  15th 
through  17th.  September  was  the  beginning  of  Youth  Meetings  and  Chil- 
dren's Church.  Homecoming  was  observed  on  October  5,  1997.  With  our 
facilities  limited  due  to  the  new  construction,  we  were  able  to  still  worship, 
fellowship  and  enjoy  the  bountiful  meal  prepared  by  church  members.  No- 
vember was  full  of  excitement  for  us  all.  We  started  with  family  fun  night 
on  November  2nd.  There  was  a  meal  and  bingo  for  all  to  enjoy.  On  No- 
vember 8th,  Southwood  had  another  successful  Harvest  Festival.  On  No- 
vember 23rd  Southwood  participated  in  the  Union  Thanksgiving  Service 
hosted  by  our  neighboring  church,  Woodington  Methodist. 

December  was  full  of  many  opportunities  for  our  church  members. 
December  5th  was  our  annual  Christmas  party.  A  delightful  meal  was  en- 
joyed at  the  Shrine  Club  Steak  Room.  Advent  season  was  to  be  observed  on 
November  30,  December  7th,  14th,  &  21st.  Advent  was  celebrated  by  our 
traditional  meal,  group  singing,  story  by  Jim  Potter  and  the  lighting  of  the 
Advent  Candle  by  our  Pastor,  Dexter  Wasson.  The  Choir  gave  a  Christmas 
Cantata  entitled,  "Joy  In  This  Place"  on  Sunday,  December  21st.  A  very 
special  Christmas  Eve  Candlelight  Service  was  held  on  December  24th. 
The  service  was  followed  by  a  Christmas  Wedding  for  Kenny  and  Kathy 
Dunham. 

Our  50th  year  celebration  started  in  1998.  Our  church  decided  to 
celebrate  our  50  years  by  doing  as  much  as  possible  during  the  year.  Janu- 
ary started  off  with  a  sandwich  supper  and  sing  by  our  guest,  the  Maurice 
Hill  Family.  Everyone  enjoyed  the  fellowship  and  good  singing  by  this  tal- 
ented family.  Our  annual  Valentine  Party  was  held  at  the  Shrine  Club  Steak 
Room.   All  sweethearts  enjoyed  steak,  baked  potato,  salad,  and  desserts. 
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The  entertainment  was  as  much  fun  as  the  meal.  In  March  the  youth  had  a 
dance  and  the  CYF  sponsored  a  Spaghetti  Supper  and  Silent  Auction.  The 
youth  did  a  wonderful  job  again.  Girl  Scout  Sunday  was  observed  in  March, 
also. 

March  15,  1998,  was  a  glorious  day  at  Southwood  Memorial  Chris- 
tian Church.  We  were  to  worship  in  our  new  sanctuary.  We  had  already 
been  blessed  with  the  completion  of  our  new  choir  room,  sacristy,  narthex, 
and  handicapped  accessible  restrooms.  The  prayer  room  and  vestibule  were 
to  be  completed  at  a  later  date  Our  congregation  was  truly  blessed  with  our 
new  sanctuary.  As  we  stood  in  amazement  and  looked  at  our  new  facility, 
we  saw  the  new  and  old  blended  into  the  most  beautiful  sanctuary.  Worship 
was  to  begin.  The  stained  glass  windows  were  even  more  beautiful.  The 
lighting  and  sound  was  much  improved.  We  felt  at  home  with  our  familiar 
surroundings  along  with  the  new.  The  committee  had  accomplished  what 
they  had  set  out  to  achieve. 

April  was  packed  with  many  activities.  Maundy  Thursday  was  ob- 
served with  the  "Lord's  Supper  Drama"  presented  by  our  men.  A  24  hour 
prayer  vigil  followed  the  drama.  On  Saturday,  April  1 1,  the  children  of  the 
church  enjoyed  a  delightful  Easter  Egg  Hunt.  Southwood  was  honored  to 
host  the  Community  Easter  Sunrise  Service  on  April  12,  1998.  To  our 
amazement  our  new  Sanctuary  was  filled  to  the  brim!  God  had  truly  blessed 
us  with  a  beautiful  sanctuary  to  host  this  event.  Our  choir  provided  us  with 
a  fabulous  musical  during  the  Easter  Morning  Service.  Pictures  were  being 
taken  for  our  new  church  directory.  On  Sunday  April  26,  our  Youth  con- 
ducted our  church  service  along  with  a  talent  show  that  night. 

Our  CWF  had  a  Fashion  Show/Luncheon  with  the  theme  "Many 
Facets,  Fun  &  Fashions  of  the  American  Family"  in  May.  An  enjoyable 
meal  and  fashion  show  was  enjoyed  by  all  the  guests  who  attended.  June 
brought  graduation  time.  Our  church  was  blessed  to  have  many  young  peo- 
ple to  enjoy  the  reward  of  graduation.  The  church  remembered  these  gradu- 
ates with  a  breakfast,  gifts,  and  many  scholarships.  June  15th  -  19th  was 
our  annual  Vacation  Bible  School.  This  year  was  a  great  success.  Many  of 
our  high  school  and  college  students  were  asked  to  help  teach  Bible  School. 
As  was  expected,  our  youth  rose  to  the  occasion  and  provided  much  support 
to  our  adult  leaders  and  helped  us  to  achieve  a  very  successful  and  learning 
Bible  School. 

Our  new  church  officers  for  1998-1999  were  as  follows: 

Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Margaret  Small   Historian  -  Yvonne  Daughety 

Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board  -  Barbara      Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Susan  Baker 
Sykes 
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Secretary  -  Debbie  primes 

Treasurers  -  Peggy  Boone  and  Tommy 
Boone 

Financial  Secretary  -  Jim  Potter  &  Woo- 
dard  Daughety 

Church  Clerk  -  Mavis  Hardee 


Asst.  Sunday  School  Supt.  -  Harley  Guy 
Sunday  School  Pianist  -  Jane  Vernon 

Sunday  School  Treasurer  -  William 
Sykes 


July  12,  1998  our  church  had  an  Old  Fashioned  Fun-Fellowship 
Day.  Everyone  was  encouraged  to  wear  red,  white  and  blue  to  church.  Old 
fashioned  games  were  provided  at  5:00  p.m.  with  hot  dogs,  covered  dishes, 
desserts  and  beverages. 

Camp  Caroline  Weekend  was  enjoyed  by  our  church  members  on 
August  14th  -  16th.  August  brought  to  a  completion  our  building  process. 
The  Prayer  Room,  Extended  Vestibule,  Garden  and  Church  Sign  were  al- 
most all  completed.  The  final  cost  was  higher  than  expected.  The  total 
cost  was  $424,851.11  for  the  project.  The  church  had  to  secure  a  loan  of 
$200,000.  The  church  had  a  new  challenge,  the  task  of  paying  off  this  new 
debt. 

September  was  the  month  set  aside  for  dedications.  September  13th 
was  dedication  of  our  new  Church  Hymnals.  The  new  Church  Pews  were 
dedicated  on  September  20th.  Our  new  Stained  Glass  Windows  were  dedi- 
cated on  September  27th.  Southwood  was  very  proud  of  all  support  given  to 
this  project.  Had  it  not  been  for  all  the  support  and  love  this  project  would 
not  have  succeeded.  Your  support  and  love  is  needed  to  continue  the  minis- 
try of  this  church.  Southwood  was  blessed  with  a  two-day  revival  on  Sep- 
tember 19th  and  20th.  On  Saturday,  September  19th,  we  had  youth  night. 
Jim  Potter  and  our  youth  presented  a  drama.  On  Sunday,  September  20th, 
we  were  blessed  to  have  the  "Born  Again  Quartet",  The  Maurice  Hill  Fam- 
ily, Allen  Ham  and  our  own  Men's  Southwood  Quartet  to  present  some 
wonderful  gospel  music.  After  the  music,  Rev.  George  Stone,  Minister  of 
New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  delivered  the  sermon.  A  wonderful  meal  was 
enjoyed  by  our  guests  and  members  after  the  revival  service. 

Rededication  of  the  Sanctuary  was  held  at  the  50th  Anniversary 
Homecoming  Celebration  on  October  4th,  1998.  A  short  history  of  the 
church  and  the  new  construction  process  was  given.  Tribute  was  accorded 
the  individuals  who  were  a  valuable  asset  to  the  reconstruction  of  our  sanc- 
tuary and  they  were  our  honored  guests.  All  the  members  who  volunteered 
were  recognized  and  appreciation  was  expressed.  Tribute  was  made  to  char- 
ter members  by  the  lighting  of  candles  white  representing  deceased  mem- 
bers and  red  representing  living  charter  members.  Reverend  Wasson  deliv- 
ered an  inspiring  sermon  appropriate  to  the  celebration.  Approximately  300 
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people  attended  the  services  and  the  fellowship  dinner  afterwards. 

Thus  ends  the  first  fifty  years,  1948-1998,  in  the  life  of  Southwood 
Memorial  Christian  Church.  Those  who  have  worked  closely  with  the 
church  know  we  have  struggled;  but,  with  the  faith  and  determination  of  our 
members,  past  and  present,  we  have  established  an  edifice  to  the  glory  of 
God  and  a  place  of  worship  to  accommodate  our  growing  congregation.  We 
have  had  our  joys  at  Southwood;  we  have  had  sorrow  and  loss  at  Southwood. 
Our  greatest  loss  has  been  through  the  death  of  so  many  dedicated  members 
through  the  years.  As  we  look  back  over  the  past  fifty  years,  we  have  not 
been  idle.  We  have  built  a  church.  We  have  built  a  comfortable  parsonage. 
We  later  moved  it  to  another  property,  sold  it  and  bought  another  parsonage. 
(Shoulars*  property  next  to  our  church  .)  We  received  as  a  gift  a  school  gym 
and  converted  it  into  our  present  Education  Building.  We  built  a  cooking 
facility  known  as  the  Andrews  Building.  We  bought  the  Morris  Property 
(house  and  land)  located  on  the  other  side  of  the  church.  We  paved  the 
parking  lot  and  acquired  two  additional  acres  of  land  behind  the  Education 
Building  for  future  expansion  and  parking.  All  of  the  above  property  is  debt 
free.  Now  we  have  the  task  of  completing  Phase  I  of  our  expansion  -  paying 
off  the  existing  debt.  We  must  keep  on  working  so  that  it,  too,  may  soon  be 
a  debt  in  the  past,  and  so  that  the  coming  generations  of  Southwood  Memo- 
rial Christian  Church  may  enjoy  and  reap  much  good  from  our  efforts.  To 
God  Be  The  Glory,  Great  Things  He  Hath  Done! 
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Current  Members- 1998 

Abel,  Nan  Morris 

Leigh 

Laurl 
Aldridge,  Thomas 
Alcock,  Kim 

Gail 

Andrews,  Sue  M. 
Antwine,  Becky 

Baggett,  Lynn 
Baker,  Billy,  Sr. 
Baker,  Billy  Jr. 
Baker,  Bryan 
Baker,  Christine 
Baker,  Freddie 
Baker,  J.  B. 

Diane 

Pamela  Ruth 

Julie  Lynn 
Baker,  Micheal  Curtis 
Baker,  Richard  Martin  (Marty) 
Baker,  Robert 

Susan 
Barnes,  Harold 

Carolyn 
Baugher,  Kelly  Davenport 
Becton,  Carson 
Bland,  Wesley 

Novella 
Boone,  Thomas  L.  (Tommy) 

Peggy 
Braxton,  J.  B. 

Myrtle 
Bumgarner,  Darcie  S. 

Alyssa 

Zachary  (Zack) 

Casey,  John  Charles 

Audrey 
Casey,  Kenneth 

Susan 


Cauley,  Greg 
Cauley,  Rena 
Conner,  Ann  Taylor 
Conner,  John  Owens  III 
Craft,  Jean 
Craven,  Rod 

Debbie 

Heather 

Amy 
Creel,  Darrell 

Judy 

Dail,  Ricky 

Beverly 

Michael 

Aaron 
Daughety,  Jerry 

Yvonne 

Amy 

Ron 

Daughety,  Martha  J. 
Daughety,  J.  Woodard 

Rachel 
Davenport,  R.  H. 

Louise 
Davenport,  Nelson 

Zelma 
Dawson,  June 
Dawson,  Tom 

Michelle 
Dudley,  Allen 
Dudley,  Carey 

Lou 

Jennifer  Deaver 

Mark  Deaver 
Dunham,  Clyde  C. 
Dunham,  Kenneth  (Kenny) 

Kathy 
Dunham,  Sam 

Early,  Ray 
Diane 
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Edwards,  James 
Meredith 

Evans,  Jerry 
Mary 

Dennis  Deans 

Freeman,  Viola 

Garner,  Jennifer 
Garvey,  Barbara  C. 
Grady,  James 

Faye 

Renee 

Denise 

Amanda 
Grimes,  Roger 

Virginia 

Tammy 
Grimes,  David 

Deborah  D. 

Grooms,  Patricia 

Jennifer  Moffit 
Guy,  Harley 

Penny 

Hagell,  Ron 

Irene 
Hardee,  Richard 

Mavis 
Harding,  Geraldine  K. 
Harper,  Anita 
Harrison,  Max 

Virginia 
Heath,  Dickie 

KayR. 
Heath,  Kenneth 

Jeannie 
Herring,  Charles  T. 

Connie 
Hill,  Bobby 

Jackie 


Hill,  Clifton 
Hill,  Lesley  Dawn 
Hill,  Linda  King 
Hill,  Roger 

Jerri 

Eddy 

Mindy 

Hill,  Thomas  Scott  (Scotty) 

Jody  S. 
Holleman,  Robert 

Georgia  D. 
Holmes,  Becky 
Howard,  Tommy 

Diane 

T.  J. 

Ipock,  Gary 

Jarman,  Craig 
Jarman,  Elwood 

Hazel 
Jarman,  Henry  (Hank) 
Jarman,  Terry 
Jenkins,  David 

Lisa 

Jenkins,  Glenda  R. 
Johnson,  Eric 
Johnson,  Albert 

Charlotte  R. 
Johnson,  Felix 

Alice  G. 
Johnson,  George  Kenneth 

Edwina  C. 
Johnson,  Hazel  H. 
Johnson,  Judy  M. 

Greg 
Johnson,  Polly  S. 
Johnson,  Randy 

Linda 

Johnson,  William  (Billy) 
Jones,  Louie 

Rose  Mary 
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Jones.  Sharon  J  arm  an 
Joyner.  Opal 


Oliver.  PamD. 


Kenned}".  Connie  G. 
Kennedy.  Vernon 

Peggy  C. 
Kennedy.  William 

Judith  B. 

Heather 
Kenned>'.  Willie  Mae 
King.  Jan 

Lisa  D. 

Clay 

Lindsay 
Koonce.  Bessie 

Lima.  Louise  B. 

Jessica  T. 
Lipscomb.  John 

Tessie 
Lipscomb.  Terry 

Marker.  Uli 

Elaine  J. 
Matthews.  Charlie 
Matthews.  Stanley 

Dusty 
Modlin.  April  Sutton 
Mooch".  Sue 

David 
Moody.  Janelle 
Mooch".  Jay 
Mooch".  Ray 
Moore.  Billy 

Emma 

Patrick 
Moore.  David 

Susan 
Moore.  Ella 
Morns.  Clifton 

Myrtle  Rose 
Morris.  Roger 

Nannie  Mae 
Murphy.  Debbie 


Padnck.  Vic 

Barbara 
Parker.  Danny 

Nancy 
Phillips.  Beth  K. 
Phillips.  Sam 

Arlene 
Piaski.  Ruth  S. 
Potter.  Jim 

Betty 
Powell.  Mike 

Raynor.  Brian 
Reynolds.  J.C 
Rivenbark.  Marion  \ 

Edna 
Rivenbark.  Julia 
Rivenbark.  Anne 

Stephanie 

Sabrina 
Robinson.  Joshua 
Robinson.  Wench"  R 
Roda.  Shannon  C. 
Rouse.  Dennis 

Susie 
Rouse.  Evelyn  G. 
Rouse.  Frances  S. 
Rouse.  James  A. 

Nellie  M. 
Rouse.  John 

Cheryl  S. 
Rouse.  Kendall 

Sue  S.  ■ 

Lori 
Rouse.  Murray 

Grace 
Rouse.  Rosa 
Rouse.  M  Roger 

Akase  H. 
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Seymour,  Linda 
Simpson,  Joan  R. 
Small,  Harold 

Margaret  M. 
Smith,  Gene 

Martha 

Derek 

Darren 
Smith,  Jackie  G. 
Smith,  Johnny 

Jeanne 
Smith,  Joyce 
Snowden,  Ronald  Greg 
Snyder,  Nolan 

Susie 
Spence,  Corey 

Jennifer 
Spence,  Denny 

Brenda 

Dana 
Stallings,  Jeannie 
Stearns,  Beth 
Stout,  Marcia 

Justin 

Adam 
Stroud,  Bryson 

Barbara  S. 

Gerald 

David 
Stroud,  Clarence 

Dorothy  P. 
Stroud,  Reginald 

Maidred  M. 
Stroud,  Scott 
Sugg,  Nicole  J. 
Sutton,  Clyde 

Linda  R. 

Jereme 
Swinson,  Susie  Jarman 
Sykes,  Amos 

Ann 

Brandon 
Sykes,  Amos  Jackson 
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Swannie  Mae 
Sykes,  Danny  Keith 

Tammy 
Sykes,  Danny  Ray 

Teresa 
Sykes,  Jack 

Barbara 

Bobbi  Joe 

Bryan 
Sykes,  Dorothy 
Sykes,  William 

Susan  R. 

Russell 

Taylor,  Robert 

Irene  K. 
Taylor,  Robert,  Jr.  (Bobby) 

Kim 
Thigpen,  Amelia 
Thompson,  Susie 
Thrower,  Royce 

Kelly  Cauley 
Tyndall,  Norma 

Amanda 
Tyndall,  Daman 

Vernon,  Richard  (Rick) 
Jane 
Will 
Ryan 

Wasson,  Dexter 

Jeannette 
Wasson,  Sarah 
Wetherington,  Charles 

Michelle 
Wetherington,  Danny 

Carla 
Wetherington,  Rose 
Whaley,  Dixie  S. 

Kara 

Nikki 

Ryan 


White,  Stephanie  S. 

Whitley,  Faith 

Williams,  Ozell 

Williamson,  Bruce 
Debbie 
Jackie 

Williamson,  Richie 

Wood,  Rita  J. 

Worley,  Patricia 

Deaths 


Eugenia  Cunningham  Johnson 

October  28, 

1950 

George  Felix  Loftin 

November  15, 

1955 

Clyde  Allen  Dudley 

February  10, 

1957 

Daniel  Hardy  Johnson 

May  24, 

1957 

Cedric  Arthur  Kennedy 

August  10, 

1957 

Leo  Clayton  Stroud 

April  17, 

1958 

Ida  Johnson  Kennedy 

October  3, 

1958 

Ruth  Loftin  Baker 

January  25, 

1960 

Mary  Dawson  Baker 

June  11, 

1961 

Infant  son  of  Mr.&  Mrs.  John  C.  Casey 

July  21, 

1962 

John  Curtis  Baker 

September  25, 

1963 

Ina  Mae  Sykes 

March  15, 

1965 

Barbara  Sugg  Goodman 

December  10, 

1965 

Ruth  Dail  Johnson 

December  30, 

1965 

Infant  daugther  of  Mr.&Mrs.  Billy  Baker,  Jr. 

June  13, 

1967 

Kirby  W.  Loftin 

July  25, 

1972 

Gertrude  S.  Johnson 

October  6, 

1972 

Herman  M.  Johnson 

July  20, 

1973 

Evelyn  M.  Kennedy 

December  31, 

1973 

Floyd  Johnson,  Jr. 

October  4, 

1977 

Earl  W.  Kennedy 

April  27, 

1978 

George  Rouse 

September  27, 

1978 

James  Edwin  McDaniel 

May  19, 

1979 

Edna  P.  Cupp 

August  15, 

1979 

Adele  S.  Dudley 

November  3, 

1979 

Infant  Daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roger  L.  Hill 

January  6, 

1980 

Charles  Watson 

February  12, 

1980 

Kent  Poe  Kennedy 

November  13, 

1980 

Georgia  Dudley 

March  6, 

1982 
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John  O.  Conner,  Jr. 

October  30, 

1983 

Earl  Johnson 

November  13, 

1983 

Leona  C.  Martin 

January  7, 

1984 

Sybil  H.  Loftin 

June  12, 

1984 

Gladys  D.  Stroud 

August  22, 

1984 

Margaret  B.  Branch 

May  26, 

1985 

Infant  Daughters  (twins)  of 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenny  Dunham 

August  25, 

1985 

W.A.  Parker,  Sr. 

February  22, 

1986 

Aaron  Johnson 

April  27, 

1987 

Lilli  B.  Parker 

June  23, 

1987 

David  Watson 

January  7, 

1988 

Owen  Adair  Kennedy 

May  24, 

1988 

Jason  Ryan  Sykes 

June  15, 

1988 

John  Burch 

July  13, 

1988 

Dewey  Johnson 

July  15, 

1988 

Beatrice  M.  Tyndall 

July  20, 

1989 

Beatrice  B.  Huggins  (Florida) 

1989 

Glen  Williams 

January  20, 

1990 

Felix  Sykes 

March  3, 

1992 

Merl  T.  Vernon 

June  22, 

1992 

Durwood  E.  Andrews 

September  13, 

1992 

Etheleen  T.  Dunham 

January  24, 

1993 

Ruby  W.  Kennedy 

February  23, 

1993 

Ella  W.  Burch 

June  9, 

1993 

H.  Bruce  Koonce 

December  31, 

1993 

Ethel  S.  Dawson 

October  8, 

1994 

Edward  (Eddie  D.)  Davenport 

April  3, 

1995 

Edward  J.  Piaski 

February  29, 

1996 

Laurie  Wetherington 

May  14, 

1996 

Ruebell  T.  Brooks 

May  18, 

1996 

Faye  S.  Baker 

December  10, 

1996 

J.  T.  (Gus)  Harper 

December  27, 

1996 

Lucille  B.  Sykes 

May  8, 

1997 

Joel  J.  Kennedy 

December  24, 

1997 

Garland  L.  Sykes 

April  15, 

1998 

George  C.  Jennings 

deceased/no  death  date 
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Ministers 


Rev.  G.A.  Hamlin 
Rev.  Z.N.  DeShields 
Rev.  G.H.  Sullivan 
Rev.  R.B.  Hurt 
Rev.  John  R.  Scudder,  Jr. 
Rev.  Billy  Adams 
Rev.  Norman  Polk 
Rev.  James  Trader 
Rev.  Marshall  S.  Parvin 
Rev.  Robert  Hufford 
Rev.  Dexter  Wasson 
Rev.  David  Conway 
Rev.  Dexter  Wasson 


Organists 

Reginald  Stroud 
Evelyn  Loftin 
Marjorie  Moore 
Jimmy  Hardy 
Cindy  Thompson 
Cecelia  Avery 
Curtis  Brock 
Jane  Vernon 


December  6,  1948  November  1949 

December,  1949— October  1951 
November,  1951— October  1954 
November,  1954 — April  1958 
May,  1958— August  1961 
January,  1962— May  1965 
September,  1965— September  1966 
June,  1967— February  1970 
June,  1971— February  1975 
September,  1975— July  1978 
October,  1978— December  1985 
April,  1986— May  1987 
January,  1989  -  to  present  writing 


Pianists 

Dorothy  Stroud 
Reginald  Stroud 
Marjorie  Moore 
Jody  Small 
Terry  Jarman 
Susan  Baker 
Jane  Vernon 
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G ra p hi i o  Design  by 
Kara  Whaley 


Jason  Sykes  Memorial 
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The  First  Wedding 


Is 


u.       .       June  18, 1949 

MlSS  Annie  Blanche  Johnson  and  Mr.  James  01116 


fellowship  Hall 
January  19, 1975 
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Homecoming 


The  Choir 


Present  Youth  Sunday  Past  Youth  Choir 


Our  Youth 
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Parsonage  (Shoulars1  Property) 
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Storage  Building  and  Land 


Groutidtereakiiig 

IMBBkl 


Reconstracled  Interior 


Relocation  of  the 
Baptistry 


Hast  Wing  of 


West  W:i;n^  of 
tlxe  Sanctiaary 
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Handbell  Choir 


Deaconesses 
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JVote* 
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JVetet 
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Grant  me,  O  Lord,  the  strength  today 
for  every  task  that  comes  my  way. 
Cover  my  eyes  and  make  me  blind 
to  petty  faults  I  should  not  find. 

Open  my  eyes  and  let  me  see 
the  friend  my  neighbor  tries  to  be. 
Teach  me  when  duty  seems  severe 
to  see  my  purpose  shinning  clear. 

Let  me  at  noon  time  rest  content 
the  half-day  bravely  lived  and  spent. 

And  when  the  night  slips  down 
Let  me  unstained  and  dishonored  be. 
Grant  me  to  live  this  one  day  through 
up  to  the  best  that  I  can  do. 


